Short Hills Drama

Audition Requirements

All students acting in a play through the Short Hills after-school enrichment program are expected to audition prior to receiving a role in the show. Students who choose not to audition will be assigned a chorus or ensemble role in the show by default. 

Purpose:  Auditions provide an opportunity for students to show their best work and commitment level, but also allow the director a glimpse at how they process information and follow directions.  Each child has different ability levels, and those abilities grow and change at different rates.  Seeing each child audition for each play allows me to find a role that poses a challenge without overwhelming.  Casting within this “zone of proximal development” ensures that children’s skills and confidence grow and improve over the course of the show.
Preparation:  Our audition process includes 2 elements that must be prepared at home ahead of time.
1. The Poem:  
a. What to do:  Memorize either, “Invitation,” by Shel Silverstein, or another poem or monologue of similar length.  When you can recite your lines while doing another activity (like washing the dishes or dribbling a ball), you know it well.
b. Tips:  Either use the provided poem, or select one written in the first or second person (“I” or “you”).  Try using your voice and body to express what the narrator wants or is feeling.
2. The Song:

a. What to do:  Memorize the best portion (no more than 30 seconds) of a song that you can sing well.  Selecting a song from music class or from a play generally results in a better audition than most pop or rock songs.
b. Tips:  Practice breathing deep into your belly so that you can sing loudly.  Make sure you sing your words clearly – say all of the letters.  If you are fairly comfortable singing, think like an actor.  What is your song telling us?  How is the singer feeling?  Use your body and face to make it clear.
On-The-Spot Elements:

1. Cold Reading – Students are given a short sample of the script and assigned a role from that sample.  With a partner, the student must interpret the selection and perform it, reading from the page.  The role assigned for cold reading does not affect the child’s actual role assignment for the show. Interpretation, performance and bravery, not reading and memorization, are examined.  
2. Choreography – Students will be taught a short, simple movement pattern and asked to repeat it with and without a leader.  Coordination, rhythm and memory are examined.
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