Advising Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari,
World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

The following assignment will be worth 50 points.  It will be due by 3 p.m. on Tuesday, November 8th:


Since the overthrow of Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq in 2003, the United States, Great Britain, and, more recently, the government of Iraq have had the task of maintaining order and creating a stable government in that country.  As you probably know, their efforts have so far met with limited success.  The insurgency continues to grow, there are frequent terrorist attacks, and a growing low-level civil war between Sunnis and Shi’is seems to be breaking out.  Resentment against foreign troops in the country continues to be high, and the death toll, among both Americans and Iraqis, continues to grow.  

Clearly, Iraq has a bit of a problem with order.  Fortunately, the problem of order is precisely what we study in Unit Two.  From the theories of Hobbes and Locke, to the policies of Louis XIV and Hungwu, people across Europe and Asia in the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th centuries were concerned about how to maintain order in their countries.  We have studied their attempted solutions, and now I want you to apply your knowledge.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari has called you in as a historical consultant.  You are to write a policy memo in which you draw on the experiences of African, American, Asian, and European countries to make three concrete recommendations for improving security and stability in Iraq.  You should defend your recommendations with specific references to the historical experiences of countries and governments of the 15th-18th centuries that we have studied; the more specific evidence you can use to support a recommendation, the more convincing it will be.  You may also use the ideas of Hobbes and Locke in defending your arguments, but remember that al-Jafari is interested in ideas that will work in practice, and are not just pie-in-the-sky theory.  Put your suggestions in a policy memo five paragraphs long—a very brief introduction which summarizes the problem and your proposed solutions, one paragraph for each suggestion (each paragraph should clearly state one suggestion and provide justifications for it), and a very brief conclusion. Your memo should be 800-1000 words long (three to four pages). 

Remember, you are a historical consultant, so your emphasis should be on history.  At the same time, it would be good for you to have some knowledge of Iraq, so I will also give you some recent articles about Iraq.  You should not use outside sources aside from those background pieces.  

The best memos will

1) have no grammatical and spelling errors

2) be historically accurate 

3) reflect a knowledge of world history in the 15th-18th centuries as well as a general knowledge of the situation in Iraq today

4) incorporate the historical knowledge in a way that is natural and graceful, rather than artificial

5) show a lively imagination and intelligence

