Unit Four: The Age of Revolution in the Atlantic World

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

The Enlightenment was an event with broad historical effects.  One significant effect came almost immediately—in fact, before the Enlightenment even ended.  The new political ideas of the Enlightenment inspired calls for political change across the Atlantic World (Europe and the Americas), leading to revolutions first in the British colonies in North America, and spreading from there to France, Latin America, and other European countries.  Out of the age of revolutions grew a group of new ideologies—conservatism, liberalism, nationalism—and increasingly radical demands for freedom and justice.  These events and ideologies literally revolutionized government in the Atlantic world, setting the state for the spread of democracy and liberalism around the world in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Analyze the relationship between the Enlightenment and the revolutions in America and Europe

2. Analyze the causes of the revolutions in America and Europe 

3. Compare and contrast the causes of the revolutions in America and Europe

4. Evaluate the success of the revolutions in America and Europe 

5. Describe in your own words the philosophies of conservatism, liberalism, nationalism, and romanticism

6. Analyze the origins of major ideologies and political movements in 19th century Europe and America

7. Analyze the causes of major political events in 19th century Europe and America

8. State in your own words the guiding principles of the Congress of Vienna

9. Evaluate the peace arrangements achieved at the Congress of Vienna

Readings and Other Assignments

Day 1: The American Revolution

Due: Bentley, pp. 727-728, 730-2, plus Declaration of Independence(and note the accompanying map on p. 733)

Review Sheet: section I

Discussion question: Were the Americans justified in revolting?

More on the other side (
Day 2: French Revolution, part I

Due: Bentley, pp. 733-737 (Be sure to read the excerpt from the Declaration of the Rights of Man on p. 735)

Review Sheet: sections II.A, II.B, II.C

Discussion question: Why did the French Revolution turn radical?

Day 3: French Revolution, part II

Due: Bentley, pp. 737-739, plus McKay handout on Napoleon

Review sheet: sections II.C and II.D

Discussion question: Was Napoleon a great ruler?

Day 4: The Revolutions in Haiti and Latin America

Due: Bentley, pp. 739-744

Review sheet: section III

Discussion question: Make up your own, write it down, and bring it in.

Day 5: Revolutionary ideologies

Due: Bentley, pp. 744-48, plus Metternich, “Secret Memorandum to Alexander I,” and Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill on liberalism (handout)

Review sheet: sections IV.A and IV.B

Discussion question: Which seems more correct to you, conservatism or liberalism?

Day 6: More revolutionary ideologies

Due: Bentley, pp. 748-50; plus “Declaration of Sentiments” and “Three Views of Nationalism”

Review sheet: sections IV.C, IV.D, IV.E

Discussion question: Is nationalism a force for good or bad in the world?
Day 7: Romanticism

Due: McKay, pp. 771-74

Review sheet: section IV.F

Discussion question: Are you a Romantic?

Day 8: Congress of Vienna simulation

Due: McKay, pp. 777-79, plus materials for the Congress of Vienna simulation

Review sheet: section V.A

Discussion question: Was the settlement at the Congress of Vienna a good one?

Day 9: Revolution and national unification in Europe

Due: Bentley, pp. 750-755

Review sheet: section V

Discussion question: Make up your own, write it down, and bring it in.

Day 10: Test
