The Enlightenment Salon

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage
We will have a salon, attended by some of the greatest minds of the Enlightenment era.  On the day of the salon, each of you will play the part of one thinker.  

John Locke – Leora Mitchell
Paul d’Holbach – Trevor Topf
Denis Diderot – Ashley Acosta
Thomas Paine – Scott Eckenthal
Mary Wollstonecraft – Taylor Sankovich
Jean-Jacques Rousseau – Taylor Walsh
Voltaire – Ben Spicehandler
Emilie du Chatelet – Danika Paulo
David Hume – Kathleen Soo Hoo
John Wesley – Karen Thomson
Immanuel Kant – Parul Agarwal 
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing – Will Brundage
Moses Mendelssohn – Ali Apruzzese
Marquis de Condorcet – Karen Silbermann

The year is 1750 (individuals who have died will miraculously come back from the grave, and those who have not written their greatest work will have miraculous revelations of their work to come…)  

To prepare for our discussion

Take two to three pages of notes pertaining to your person’s life and his/her criticism of society, government, religion, etc.  You should also investigate his/her major written works, and any other pertinent information of significant interest (if you have a philosophe that we have discussed in class, you must go BEYOND what we did in class).  Use your notes to show me you understand your figure’s ideas.  In other words, don’t just repeat word for word what the sources say, put it in your own words.  If there is an idea or a phrase that you don’t understand, don’t just copy it down; think about it until you understand it, and if necessary, ask me about it.  See me if you come across ideas that you don’t quite understand.  I’ll be happy to help you figure things out.
You will turn in the notes after the salon, so be sure you have your name on the notes, as well as a bibliography (in proper Works Cited format, according to The Pingry Manual of Style).  You should use AT LEAST two sources in addition to the textbooks and the handouts.  We will have one library day for you to use looking for information.  There are some books on reserve in the library, as well as several biographical encyclopedias.  You may also wish to look on the internet, but make sure you use a reliable site.  
The Salon

On the day of the salon, bring a placard with your person’s name on it to place on your desk.  Feel free to dress up, bring props, etc.!!  We will discuss a number of controversial subjects from the Enlightenment era, including (but not necessarily limited to) government, religion, education, male-female relations, and social classes.  To participate effectively in this discussion you should understand your figure’s positions on these issues and be able to speak about them AS IF you were that person.  Know what your person said, and be able to extrapolate from what he said to fill in any gaps.  

In class, consider it a conversation.  You should converse with the other participants, just as if you were conversing with people around the lunch table, or on the couches.  The best performances will show a combination of naturalness in presentation and good knowledge of the person’s views.

Questions to consider when doing your research

1. What are your views on government?

2. What are your views on society (e.g., class structure) and economics?

3. What are your views on human nature?

4. What do you think about organized religion?

5. If you think change is necessary, how should it take place?

6. What important contributions have you made to literature, the arts, the sciences, or philosophy?

7. What is your most significant contribution to the Enlightenment?

8. Do you think men and women are equal?

9. Do you have any important views on education?

10.  Do you know anybody else at the salon?

Some suggested sources

In terms of reference books, the best place to start is European Historical Biography and the Encyclopedia of World Biography.  If you have a woman, you should check out the Encyclopedia of Women in World History.  
The Encyclopedia Britannica is on-line, and is a good general source and starting point.  You can access it via the Library web site or at its own address (www.eb.com:180).  You can only access this at school (since the school pays for a subscription).   Of course, the library has a printed edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica as well, in case you have problems getting into the on-line version. 

There are a number of books about the Enlightenment on reserve in the library.  Use the index to find quickly any references to your figure and his/her ideas and influence.  You may also wish to check out the page of World History links on my web page, under the “Enlightenment” heading.
You are also free to check out your local public library.

Grading

Discussion: 
15 points

Written notes:
20 points

Total:

35 points

This assignment has been adapted from an assignment created by Mrs. Sophie Lau.
