Unit Six: The New Imperialism

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

Until the middle of the 18th century, Europe and the rest of the world had been relatively balanced in terms of power and influence.  Europeans were the traders of the world, but China and India, for example, were equally, or more, significant as economic producers.  In the 19th century, however, Europe came to dominate the rest of the world politically, economically, and to some extent even in the world of ideas.  The 19th century marks the peak of the European domination of the world that, in some ways, had been growing, albeit slowly, since the Portuguese first sailed down the African coast in the 1400s.  European expansion and imperialism had a tremendous impact on societies around the world, intruding into societies which had previously been developing on their own terms, and completely altering their governments, economies, and societies.  In this unit we will try to understand what drove Europe to expand its control around the globe so dramatically in the 19th century (and why it was so successful at doing so), and what effects its expansion had on societies in Africa and Asia.

Objectives:

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Evaluate the relative strengths and weaknesses of African, Asian, and European societies in 1850

2. Analyze the causes of the “new imperialism”

3. Analyze the effects of European imperialism on the societies of Africa and Asia

4. Compare and contrast the effects of European imperialism on different societies in Africa and Asia

5. Compare and contrast attempts of non-European countries to “catch up” with Europe, and evaluate their effectiveness

6. Compare and contrast political developments in Europe, Africa, and Asia in the years 1850-1914

Readings and Other Assignments:

Day 1-Imperialism: Causes, Justifications, and Critiques

Due: McKay, pp. 832-37

Review sheet: Section I

Discussion question: What was the most important factor driving European imperialism?

Day 2-The Ottoman Empire

Due: McKay, pp. 837-840

Review sheet: Section II

Discussion question: What would have enabled reform in the Ottoman Empire to succeed?

More on the other side (
Day 3-Muhammad Ali and Egypt

Due: McKay, pp. 840-843

Review sheet: Section III

Discussion question: Why did Muhammad Ali and his successors fail in their attempts to keep Egypt independent?

Day 4-Imperialism in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Due: McKay, pp. 849-55

Review sheet: Section IV

Discussion question: Was imperialism good or bad for Africa?

Day 5-India and Southeast Asia

Due: McKay, pp. 864-70 (up to “The Philippines”)

Review sheet: Sections V and VI

Discussion question: Bring your own!

Day 6-China 

Due: McKay, pp. 871-874

Review Sheet: Section VII

Discussion question: Why did China fail in its attempts to resist Western imperialism?

Day 7-Japan

Due: McKay, pp. 874-878

Review Sheet: Section VIII

Discussion question: Why did reform succeed in Japan when it hadn’t in China?

Day 8-Review Day

Day 9-Test 
