Unit Five: The Industrial Revolution 

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

At the same time that the French Revolution was breaking out in France, a very different and initially much less obvious revolution was taking place in Great Britain: the Industrial Revolution.  The Industrial Revolution was a key turning point in world history.  Growing out of number of historical events, it ended up transforming the world and catapulting Europe into a position of world domination.  Within Europe, it led to great social and political changes, as new classes emerged and governments wrestled with all the problems that industrialization created.  Those problems, though long since settled in Europe, continue to fester in other parts of the world.  By studying the experience of European industrialization, we can gain some insight into the problems of those countries industrializing today.

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Analyze the causes of the Industrial Revolution

2. Describe variations in industrialization between countries, and analyze the political implications of those variations

3. Describe and evaluate the effects of the Industrial Revolution on class structure, living conditions, work conditions, and family life

4. Explain how and why the role of the state changed in Europe in the years 1850-1914

5. State in your own words the major principles of socialism, Social Darwinism, and realism, and explain their connection to the economic changes of the time.

Readings and Other Assignments

Day 1-The Industrial Revolution in Great Britain

Due: McKay, pp. 731-733, 735-740; Handout: “New Technologies in the Industrial Revolution”; Heilbroner, “The Making of Economic Society” (handout)

Day 2-National Variations in Industrialization

Due: McKay, pp. 743-47

Day 3-Effects of the Industrial Revolution: The New Class System

Due: McKay, pp. 741-3, 747-750; Samuel Smiles, Self-Help and Thrift (handout)

Day 4-Effects of the Industrial Revolution: Living and Working Conditions

Due: McKay, pp. 750-55; Engels, The Condition of the Working-Class in England (handout); “China’s Workers Risk Limbs in Export Drive” (handout)

More on the other side (
Day 5-Effects of the Industrial Revolution: Urbanization in Industrial Europe

Due: McKay, pp. 793-99

Day 6-Responses to the Industrial Revolution: Reform in Great Britain

Due: McKay, pp. 775-776 (the section “Liberal Reform in Great Britain”)

Day 7-Responses to the Industrial Revolution: Science, Darwin, and Social Darwinism

Due: McKay, pp. 806-7; Sherman, pp. 268-70 (excerpts from Darwin, marked “handout #2”)

Day 8-Responses to the Industrial Revolution: The rise of socialism

Due: McKay, pp. 769-70 (beginning with “French Utopian Socialism”), 816-9

Day 9-Realism in Art and Literature

Due: McKay, pp. 807-8

Day 10-Responses to the Industrial Revolution: The rise of the responsive national state
Due: Stearns, pp. 711-714 (marked “handout #1”)

Day 11-Review Day

Day 12-Test
