John Wesley, “Advice to a People Called Methodist”

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage
Reading questions:
• How does Wesley define Methodism? What beliefs seem most important?
• What aspects of religious belief  does Wesley accept?  What aspects of religious belief  does he criticize?

• What religious duties does Wesley believe that Methodists have?

• In what ways, if any, do Wesley’s views reflect Enlightenment beliefs and attitudes?  In what ways do his view run counter to Enlightenment beliefs and attitudes?

• How do Wesley’s views on religion compare to Voltaire’s views on religion?

By Methodists I mean, a people who profess to pursue…holiness of heart and life, inward and outward conformity in all things to the revealed will of God; who place religion in…a steady imitation of Him they worship, in all his imitable perfections; more particularly, in justice, mercy, and truth, or universal love filling the heart, and governing the life.…

You [believe] that God is merciful to me a sinner; that he is reconciled to me by the death of his Son, and now accepts me for his sake.You accordingly describe the faith of a real Christian as “a sure trust and confidence…that his sins are forgiven; and that he is, through the merits of Christ, reconciled to the favour of God.”

If you walk by this rule, continually endeavouring to know and love and resemble and obey the great God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the God of love, of pardoning mercy; if from this principle of loving, obedient faith, you carefully abstain from all evil, and labour, as you have opportunity, to do good to all men, friends or enemies; if, lastly, you unite together, to encourage and help each other in thus working out your salvation, and for that end watch over one another in love, you are they whom I mean by Methodists….

Never rest again in the dead formality of religion. Pursue with your might inward and outward holiness; a steady imitation of Him you worship; a still increasing resemblance of his imitable perfections, -- his justice, mercy, and truth. 

Let this be your manly, noble, generous religion, equally remote from the meanness of superstition, which places religion in doing what God hath not enjoined…and from the unkindness of bigotry, which confines our affection to our own party, sect, or opinion. Above all, stand fast in obedient faith, faith in the God of pardoning mercy, in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath loved you, and given himself for you.…

Be true also to your principles touching opinions and the externals of religion. Use every ordinance which you believe is of God; but beware of narrowness of spirit towards those who use them not. Conform yourself to those modes of worship which you approve; yet love as brethren those who cannot conform. Lay so much stress on opinions, that all your own [opinions], if it be possible, may agree with truth and reason; but have a care of anger, dislike, or contempt towards those whose opinions differ from yours…. Condemn no man for not thinking as you think: Let every one enjoy the full and free liberty of thinking for himself: Let every man use his own judgment, since every man must give an account of himself to God. Abhor every approach, in any kind or degree, to the spirit of persecution. If you cannot reason or persuade a man into the truth, never attempt to force him into it. If love will not compel him to come in, leave him to God, the Judge of all.  
