Age of Revolution Writing Assignment

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage 
The following assignment will be due Wednesday, January 4th at 3 pm.  It will be worth 25 points.
Pick one of the questions below.  Decide what your answer to the question is.  Then, write one paragraph putting forward the strongest argument for the other side (i.e., the side you disagree with), using evidence as necessary.  Conclude the essay by writing one paragraph in which you respond to that argument and defend your own position, again with appropriate evidence.
Be sure to make the argument in the first paragraph a strong argument.  If you set up a weak argument, a “straw man” that is easy to rebut, you will receive a lower grade.  Also, be sure to respond directly to the opposing argument.  Don’t just defend your side by making an argument that goes right past your “opponent.”  You must respond to the argument in the first paragraph in some way, by criticizing its assumptions, its logic and/or its evidence.  You can also respond by conceding something, but maintaining the core of your position.  The key is to engage with the argument that you are disagreeing with.

There is no right or wrong answer in this assignment.  I am not looking for one particular argument or another.  I am looking for an ability to argue a point effectively and engage in good, serious moral reasoning.

Possible questions:

1. Were the Americans justified in revolting against the British in the American Revolution?

2. Was Napoleon a great ruler?

3. Which seems more correct to you, conservatism or liberalism? (I mean the 19th century versions.)

