World History 10

Dr. Korfhage
Elie Weisel’s Night – Reading and Journal Assignment
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You are being asked to read Elie Weisel’s Night before we discuss it in class. You will also submit a journal based on your reading. You are also being asked to consider your viewing of the documentary Genocide and the current genocidal situation in Darfur in the Sudan in your journal commentary. 

All of Form IV will be viewing Genocide in an in-house field trip on Friday, May 19th. Immediately after the viewing, you will be breaking up into small groups for some guided discussion led by senior peer leaders. We just had a Holocaust Assembly on Friday, April 28th that focused on the genocide in Darfur. You certainly can go to such sources as www.savedarfur.org , the U.S. Holocaust museum at www.ushmm.org/ and NY Times columnist Nicholas Kristof  at www.nytimes.com to gain understanding of the events in Darfur.  The C.B. Newton Library has a page of links on Sudan at http://faculty.pingry.org/mpalmer/library/Darfur.htm.  
Due date:  Wednesday, May 24th, by 3 pm
This journal will be worth 100 points. 

Dr. Susan Dineen of the Pingry English Department has assigned reading journals for many years. The following is Dr. Dineen’s definition and rationale for a reading journal:
A reading journal should record in your own voice how you react to the literature that you read.  It is like a diary in which you write about the events in your life, but in this particular case, it requires that you record your reactions to specific incidents, characters, passages, themes, and stylistic approaches in books.   The best part of writing down your reactions is that the process of keeping the journal will usually help you clarify what you do understand, question what you don’t, find connections to other disciplines and works, and give you the opportunity to reason out answers to your own questions. As many writers have reported, we often learn what we know and what we don’t by writing out thoughts down.  Journal-writing can help you fix the flux in your own mind, draw inferences about themes that you were only loosely aware of while reading, and think further about interesting passages.  Ultimately, journaling can help you determine the areas that interest you about a book and better prepare for more formal essays.

You are going to read Elie Weisel’s Night.   Your journal will reflect your personal reaction to this piece. As a result, you should use the first person, not the third person. While this is to be as personal and genuine an experience as possible, as I read your journal, I will certainly be looking for evidence that you did the required reading and have given it serious thought.  

Your journal MUST include:

▪ the use of quotes and attribution (no floating quotes, i.e., don’t just stick in a quote without somehow indicating who says it) with a parenthetical citation (following the Pingry Manual of Style).

▪ a Works Cited page since you will be using and citing Night, Genocide, and articles/websites on 

   Darfur.

Specific to Night:
 ▪ Don’t look at study guides, internet sites, etc. to figure out what you think!  However, do read the preface by Robert McAfee Brown and the foreword by François Mauriac. Both the preface and the foreword can help your understanding and can be very advantageous in the writing of your journal. 
▪ THINK and WRITE in your journal about Weisel’s portrait of his life during the Holocaust, his thoughts, and why do you think he was able to survive? Why do you think he wrote Night?

▪ As you read Night, what are you learning? Again, what do you think?

▪ Night is an autobiographical piece, a memoir, nonfiction. It is NOT a novel. You will be heavily penalized for referring to it as a novel. 

Regarding Night, these are just suggestions to help you think about what your journal should contain:
• What passages/actions struck you as meaningful?

• What questions arose in your mind as you read Night? Could you resolve these questions?  What questions remain for you?

• Are there connections to other plays, books, or writings you have read? Connections to other playwrights, authors, etc?

Specific to Genocide:

▪ What image(s) was (were) the most powerful for you?

▪ What testimony or testimonies that you heard impacted the most?

▪ What did you learn?

▪ What question or questions did the film raise for you? 

▪ What connections do you see to Night?
Specific to Darfur:

▪ What is occurring there today?
▪ How does the Holocaust compare with events currently unfolding in Darfur?

▪ What can be done to end this genocide?

▪ Specifically, what can you do?

▪ What have you done? 

▪ What will you do?

Again, we expect that while you have great latitude in your writing, you will absolutely include the following:
1. Night’s connections to the film Genocide? Night’s connections to what is currently occurring in Darfur?  Other historical events?   In other words, try to tie it together.
2. Why do you think Weisel wrote this book?

3. Again, what have you learned?

GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS*   

REQUIREMENTS  (or what I will be looking for as I determine your grade):

1. A minimum of 800 words, typed, double-spaced to receive 84-86 points (“B”).  That’s an acceptable grade, not a great one.

 2. Engagement with this memoir...reactions to specific parts....  some reactions to particular lines. (You must include specific evidence, including quotes where necessary).  Some demonstration that you have read ALL the required reading AND that you have addressed the issues raised in this writing. 
• Personal voice and response (You SHOULD Use ”I”)

• Reference, discussion and development of ideas from the film Genocide, your small group discussions after viewing the film and to Darfur.  

• Again, quoting as you discuss aspects of this autobiography AND parenthetical citations. Consult the Pingry Manual of Style for further information.
• A Works Cited list: everyone will cite Night and the film Genocide on it. You will also cite the sources you used to research Darfur. Attached is a copy of the jacket of the Genocide video tape so that you have sufficient information for your citation. 
Approximate grading criteria: 
59 points and below (F): You have clearly not done the reading and/or you have done it very very poorly.

60-73 (D- to C-):  You’re barely on the right track and have certainly not written enough about Night or anything else. 

74- 83   (C to B-): You have completed the minimum requirement of 800 words but your explanations are still somewhat general. Your quoting and/or specific reference to the text is limited. There may be poor proofreading as well. Your reference to the film Genocide and to Darfur is quite limited. You may have errors in the formatting of your parenthetical citations (see #5 above). Your Works cited list may not be properly formatted. (See #6 above)
84-86 points (B): Your explanations are still somewhat general. There is some reference and development of ideas from the film Genocide, to your small group discussions after viewing the film, and to Darfur.  

You may also receive 84-86 points if you aren’t providing enough quotes and details from Night to support assertions. 

87-89 points (B+): Your discussion includes ALL of the above but is more specific and analytical. But I’d like to see more discussion (digging in) and I’d like to see more quotes.  (Hint: Write More!) 

90-93 points (A-):  You are actively engaged in understanding and thinking about Night, but you could certainly pursue more details and themes. You have sufficiently explored and developed connections to the film Genocide AND Darfur. 

94-96 points (A): You have thoroughly explored and developed connections to the film Genocide AND Darfur quite well, bringing some strong independent insight.
97-100 points (A+) — You do ALL of the above and your ideas are original, thoughtful, provocative.   The writing is so good that it goes beyond being a journal to being an outstanding first-person paper. 

*Special thanks to Dr. Dineen for her journal requirements.

Please note: If you write a brilliant journal but fail to include parenthetical citations and/or a Works Cited page, you will not get more than a B- on this work. Also, we expect proper parenthetical citation form and a correct Works Cited list.  
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