Unit 1: Europe, Africa, and America in the Age of Discovery

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

Today, we live in an interconnected, global world, where we communicate by phone or email with people around the world, and buy goods from every corner of the globe.  This world-wide exchange has deep roots in history, but it received a great boost from the European oceanic explorations which began in the 15th century (1400s).  These explorations initiated a phase of European expansion which was to continue, in one form or another, until the 20th century.  In this unit, we will be trying to figure out why Europe, a relatively poor and insignificant peninsula on the Eurasian land mass, was suddenly able to “take off.”  We’ll also study how two other world societies, Africa and the Americas, were affected by these aggressive new invaders.

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Identify and explain the significance of the following terms: Henry the Navigator, Bartholomew Diaz, Vasco da Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Hernando Cortés, Montezuma, Francisco Pizarro, the Middle Passage, chattel slavery
2. Define the Columbian exchange and list at least three items that were part of it

3. Analyze the factors which contributed to European exploration and expansion
4. Analyze the origins of and influences on the Trans-Atlantic slave trade

5. Compare and contrast the effects of European expansion on Africa and the Americas, and explain the pattern of differences and similarities

6. Describe the slave trade—who and what was involved, what it was like, etc.

Readings and Other Assignments

Day 1: Causes of European expansion

Due: McKay, pp. 509-512

Day 2: The Spanish Conquest 
Due: McKay, pp. 513-517, plus excerpt from Howard Zinn

Day 3: Effects of the Spanish conquest
Due: McKay, pp. 524-527, 530-31
Day 4: Africa before European expansion

Due: McKay, pp. 597-600, 602-3,606-7

More on the other side (
Day 5: Africa and the slave trade
Due: 527-530, 612-613

Day 6: Africa and the slave trade, continued

Due: McKay, pp. 614-21 (except 615)

Day 7: Slavery in the modern world

Due: Articles from National Geographic and The Christian Science Monitor
Day 8: Review Day

Day 9: Test

