Unit 8: The Interwar Period

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

The chaos that World War I had brought into the world did not end with the armistice in November 1918.  In Asia, World War I gave further impetus to the nationalist movements that had been growing since the 19th century, while in Europe the aftereffects of the war included political instability, economic depression, and growing international tension.  In Europe and East Asia, problems emerged which led eventually to World War II, while in the Middle East and South Asia, the foundations were laid for political conflicts which have continued to the present day.  

Objectives

By the end of this unit, you should be able to…

1. Trace the historical roots of contemporary world problems back to the interwar period, and from the interwar period back to the centuries that preceded the 20th century

2. Compare and contrast nationalist movements in Asia in terms of principles, goals, policies, and effectiveness

3. Trace the effects of WWI in Europe and Asia during the interwar period

4. Evaluate European leaders’ attempts to main peace and economic stability in European in the 1920s and 1930s—what lessons can be learned?

5. Explain the causes of the Great Depression

Readings and other assignments

Day 1-The end of the Ottomans and the rise of modern Turkey

Due: McKay, pp. 971-77
Day 2-Arabs and Jews in the Middle East

Due: McKay, pp. 977-78
Day 3-Gandhi and India

Due: McKay, pp. 979-83
Day 4-Turmoil in China and Nationalism in Japan 

Due: Handout on China and Japan

Day 5-Europe's Search for Peace and Prosperity in the 1920s and 1930s
Due: Handout on Europe
Day 7-Review Day

Day 8-TEST 
