Unit 9: Dictatorships, the Second World War, and its aftermath
World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

The turmoil unleashed by the First World War reached a horrifying climax in the 1930s and 1940s.  Dictatorships came to power in Europe and Asia and, after repressing democracy in their own countries, carried out aggression against their neighbors.  The killing reached a horrifying climax in the systematic slaughter of Jews and others in the Nazi death camps.  By 1945, with the victory of the Allies in World War II, the horror was over.  In a way, World War II was both the climax and the end of the age of turmoil which the First World War had begun.  It was also, however, the beginning of a new era. Just as the effects of WWI echoed for decades, so WWII helped bring on momentous changes in the world: the Cold War and the division of Europe; European unification and the longest period of peace in Europe for millennia; Communist revolution in China; and the dismantling of European empires around the globe.  World War II, no less than the Great War of 1914-1918, was a turning point in world history.

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Define totalitarianism and fascism and contrast them with absolutism, conservative authoritarianism, and liberalism

2. Compare and contrast the ideologies and regimes of Stalinist Russia, Fascist Italy, and Nazi Germany, and evaluate the extent to which each was totalitarian

3. Explain why dictators were able to seize powers in some European countries but not in others

4. Analyze the causes of WWII (and think about alternatives)—make sure you think about both Europe and Asia

5. Describe Nazi policy towards Jews and other persecuted peoples

6. Explain why the Allies won WWII

7. Explain the origins of the Cold War 

8. Explain the post-war revival of Western Europe, and contrast the post-WWII era with the post-WWI era

9. Compare and contrast eastern and western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s

Readings and other assignments

Day 1-Totalitarianism and the Emergence of Fascism in Italy

Due: McKay, pp. 1025-1029, 1034-36
Day 2-Stalin’s Soviet Union

Due: McKay, pp. 1029-1034







 More on the other side (
Day 3-Nazi Germany

Due: McKay, pp. 1036-1039; “The Original Axis of Evil”

Day 4-Appeasement and the Coming of World War II

Due: McKay, pp. 1040-43; Kennan and Taylor on appeasement (photocopy, to be passed out)
Day 5-World War II

Due: Handout on WWII

Day 6-The Holocaust

Due: Night, plus McKay, p. 1032
Day 7-Review Day

Day 8-Test (on Days 1-6 only, sections I and II of the review sheet)
Day 9-The Origins of the Cold War

Due: McKay, pp. 1060-1063

Day 10-Post-war revival in Western Europe

McKay, pp. 1063-1066

Day 11-Communism in Eastern Europe

McKay, pp. 1071-1074 (up to “The Gorbachev Era”)

Review Day
Final Exam

Have a Great Summer!
