Unit 7: World War I and Europe's Collapse, 1890-1930

World History 10

Dr. Korfhage

At the end of the 19th century, Europe dominated the world.  Europe was powerful, prosperous, and confident.  Yet by 1930, this European dominance was already coming to an end.  Already in the 1890s, intellectual developments were undermining European intellectual self-confidence, and that self-confidence was shattered completely by the disaster of World War I, which traumatized Europe and left a legacy of national bitterness and intellectual despair which stained European history for the next two decades.  European political dominance of the world was maintained until after World War II, but already before that war, Europe’s sun was setting.  In this unit, we will examine Europe’s self-destruction and consider several big questions: How and why did the European worldview change in these years? Why did World War I start (and could it have been prevented)? What was wrong with the peace treaty that ended it?  And, most generally, what effects did WWI have on Europe and the world?  Why was it such a turning point? 

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…

1. Describe the shift in European worldview between about 1890 and about 1930

2. Explain why that shift in European worldview took place

3. Analyze the causes of World War I

4. Analyze the effects of World War I on European politics and societies

5. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles and the other treaties signed at the Paris Peace Conference

6. Explain the ways in which World War I was a turning point in world history

7. Compare and contrast the Russian Revolution with previous revolutions in European and world history, both in causes and effects

Day 1-Intellectual Tensions, 1890-1914

Due: McKay, pp. 999-1002, 1003-1005

Day 2-Underlying Causes of World War I

Due: McKay, pp. 935-38

Day 3-Outbreak of World War I

Due: McKay, pp. 938-943

Day 4-The War: Military Aspects

Due: McKay, pp. 943-47, WWI poetry handout

More on the other side (
Day 5-The Home Front

Due: McKay, pp. 947-950

Day 6-The Russian Revolution

Due: McKay, pp. 950-956

Day 7-The War's End, the Treaty of Versailles

Due: McKay, pp. 956-61

Day 8-Intellectual Tensions Again

Due: McKay, pp. 1002-1003, 1004-1009

Day 9-Review Day

Day 10-TEST
6. Compare and contrast the guiding principles and the results of the Paris Peace Conference with those of the Congress of Vienna

