Unit Two: The Problem of Order—Government in Eurasia
World History 10

Dr. Korfhage
In the previous unit, we looked at some examples of the emerging global order and the interactions between world cultures.  At the same time that this new, more global world was emerging, governments across Eurasia were struggling with an age-old problem: how to keep order.  In the next unit, we will examine some of the major states of Eurasia—France, Britain, Russia, China, and Japan—to compare the sources of disorder in those countries, and their rulers’ solutions.  We will also see how, out of attempts to keep order in Europe, we get the beginnings of modern government, and of a new and closer relationship between ruler and ruled.

Objectives

By the end of this unit you should be able to…
1. Locate on a map major states and empires of the 17th century

2. Identify and explain the significance of items #1-47 on the list of historical vocabulary

3. Define absolutism, constitutionalism, and cabinet government

4. Analyze similarities and differences between the systems of government in France, England, Russia, China, and Japan
5. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the systems of government in France, England, Russia, China, and Japan
6. Analyze the factors which contributed to the growth of royal/imperial power in Europe and Asia
7. Analyze the forces limiting royal power in Europe and Asia
8. Define mercantilism, state in your own words its justification, and give examples of mercantilist policies

9. Define balance of power and give at least one example of balance of power in practice in 17th century Europe

10. Be able to state in your owns words the principles of Baroque and French Classicist art
11. Formulate your own criteria for a “great” ruler and be able to evaluate at least two of the following rulers according to those criteria: Louis XIV, Peter the Great, Hungwu, Kangxi, Qianlong, Tokugawa Ieyasu
Readings and other assignments

Day 1: Two views of government—Hobbes vs. Locke

Due: Handout, “Thomas Hobbes and John Locke on government”

Day 2: The religious wars and the rise of French absolutism

Due: Handout on religious wars, plus McKay, pp. 538-540








More on the other side (
Day 3: Louis XIV’s domestic policies

Due: McKay, pp. 540-544

Day 4: Louis XIV’s wars and the balance of power

Due: McKay, pp. 544-545, plus handout on balance of power

Day 5: The English Revolutions

Due: McKay, pp. 558-562

Day 6: Constitutionalism in England

Due: handout on constitutionalism in England

Somewhere in here there will be a quiz on France and Britain, plus historical vocabulary
Day 7: Origins of Russian absolutism

Due: McKay, pp. 552-554

Day 8: Peter the Great

Due: McKay, pp. 554-558

Day 9: Chinese administration and government 

Due: McKay, pp. 662-667, 670-72

Day 10: Chinese foreign relations

Due: McKay, pp. 669-70, 672-676

Day 11: Japanese unification

Due: McKay, pp. 682-684

Day 12: Japan under the Tokugawa

Due: McKay, pp. 684-688

Day 13: Review Day

Day 14: Test
