World History 10, 2004-2005




Dr. David Korfhage

Course Description

World History 10 is a year-long course intended to give you a sense of the sweep of world history from approximately 1450 to today.  History is a story, and world history is the story of how the modern world came to be the kind of place that it is—how it got its political and economic institutions, its social structures, its culture and ideas.  The study of modern history is the study of how we came to be who are, as individuals living in a modern society.  The study of history can help you deepen your own understanding of the society we live in, of its problems and its potential, and of your place in it.

Course Objectives

This course has the following objectives: 

1. To teach you essential skills, especially study skills (reading, note-taking, etc.) and writing.

2. To give you a “historical sense”—that is, the ability to see yourself and your culture as part and product of a much larger whole.  For this course in particular, this means understanding how the modern world came to be over the past 500 years.

3. To give you the knowledge of basic historical facts required to be “culturally literate” and a historically educated person.

4. To give you the desire to improve you world, and the knowledge necessary to do so.

5. To encourage your sense of wonder and curiosity—to encourage you to ask interesting and thought-provoking questions about history, and about the world around you.

Major Themes

Over the past 500 years, the world has been dramatically transformed.  While there are probably innumerable ways you could describe this transition, in this course we will be coming back to the following major themes in the history and transformation of the modern world:

1. The shift from an agricultural to an industrial economy

2. The shift from aristocratic/hierarchical society and government to democratic/egalitarian society and government

3. The shift from a religious to a secular society

4. The growing ability of human societies to control nature

5. The emergence of an interconnected world (made up of numerous cultures) marked by global inequality

6. The tension between communal identification and individualism

7. The response of traditional societies to “modernization”

8. The changing relationship between the state and the individual

Course Requirements 
1. At least five major grades (tests or papers) each semester.

2. Reading quizzes.  You can expect unannounced, open-note quizzes covering daily reading assignments on a regular basis.

3. Two semester exams, one at the end of each semester.

A Note about the Reading Quizzes

Learning to take efficient, effective notes is one key to doing well in this class.  Effective note-taking is a skill which is not innate, but needs to be learned.  We will spend time talking about how to take notes effectively in this class.  However, it is your responsibility to turn those lessons into action.  You can expect unannounced, open-note quizzes to check for completion of reading assignments.  Obviously, for these quizzes, you should use notes which you yourself have prepared from doing the reading.  It is in your interest that you learn to take good notes, because if you do, you will ace these quizzes, do better on tests, get a better grade, learn more, and be a more well-rounded, better-educated person.

Grading scale

The grading in this course will be done using a point system.  Assignments will be worth a certain number of points, with tests and papers worth more than quizzes.  To figure out your grade, I will take the total number of points you have earned and divide it by the total number of points available.  That percentage will correspond to the letter grade as determined by the Pingry grading scale:
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Textbooks

1. McKay, Hill, and Butler, Western Society, 6th edition, volume 2.  This is the basic text.

2. Elie Wiesel, Night  

Notebook 

You will of course need a notebook for this class.  Use whatever style of notebook works for you best.  Just make sure that it works—in other words, it should help you to learn, it should be in order, and it should give you easy access to all course materials.  It should include a place for classroom notes; a place for reading notes; a place to keep syllabi and other handouts; and a place to keep returned assignments. 
Website

Syllabi, review sheets, assignment sheets and some handouts are on my website: 

http://faculty.pingry.org/dkorfhag

My website also contains a page of links to world history sites on the World Wide Web.

My General Expectations 

1. Be in your seat and ready to go at the start of class.  Learning is a communal, collective activity.  We learn from each other.  If you show up late, it wastes everyone’s time and disrupts the classroom.  Be in your seat, with your notebook out, ready to learn and contribute, when class starts.
2. Come to class prepared. This means: 

1) you should have completed the assignment for the day;

2) you should bring all the materials you will need to class (you should bring your notebook and McKay’s A History of World Societies to class each day); and 

3) you should be ready and willing to contribute to discussions, do your work, and help your fellow students master the material.
3. Contribute to discussion.  This is a discussion-oriented class.  While the course as a whole will include a variety of activities, much class time will be given over to discussion of the issues raised by the reading and the assignments.  I want everyone to speak at least once in every class period.  You should therefore come prepared to speak and ask questions.  I will call on people who are not participating.

4. Be respectful of others.  This of course means no put-downs, insults or other disrespect to other people in the classroom.  It also means listening to them.  Remember that the point of discussion is to get at the truth through speaking and interacting with other people.  You will learn nothing if you can’t recognize the truth in what other people are saying.  Therefore pay attention to other people, listen carefully to what they are saying, and seek to recognize the truth in what they are saying, rather than just arguing with them, or looking for points where you disagree.

5. Respect the atmosphere of learning. You should do nothing that will distract other students from the main task at hand: learning about world history.  This means, for example, no side-conversations in class, no passing things, no throwing things, no sarcastic comments or other comments intended to put down learning.  Focus on the task at hand: learning.

6. Take responsibility for your own learning.  Excellence in this class will come only from effort on your part.  I will do help you as much as I can, but ultimately the roots of your success lie within you.  Keep up with the reading, reflect thoughtfully on what we are studying, pay attention in class, study for tests, work hard on papers, submit work on time—all those things are necessary to do well in this course, and none of those are things I can do for you.  You must do them for yourself.  In addition, because we cannot discuss in class everything that you need to learn for this course, much of the burden of mastering factual content will therefore be placed on you, the individual student.  I do not ever want to hear anyone say, “There was stuff on the test that we didn’t talk about it class!”  If it is on the review sheet or in the objectives, you need to learn it, even if it doesn’t come up in class.  If necessary, speak to me outside of class.  I will be happy to review with you, to go over material that you are unsure about.
In addition to the above expectations, I of course expect you to follow all ordinary Pingry rules while in my classroom, and to act according to the spirit of the Pingry Honor Code at all times, showing both self-respect and respect to others.

Additional Considerations

1. Absences. You are entirely responsible for work covered when you are absent from class. If you know you will miss a history class or test because of a sports, extracurricular, or personal conflict, please notify me as soon as possible. Do this before the day of absence.   If you miss class it is your responsibility to see me the day you return to school to talk about making up work.  In most cases you will be expected to take a missed test or quiz the day after the day you return.  If you do not make up a reading quiz within a week (or make other arrangements with me), you will receive a zero for that quiz.  I won’t hunt you down; it’s your responsibility to see me.
2. Late work. Late work carries a penalty of 1/3 grade per day. That means, for example, that a B+ paper handed in a day late will get a B instead. All assignments are due by 3 p.m. on the day for which they are listed, unless the assignment instructions indicate otherwise.  All extensions are at my discretion.  I generally am open to reasonable extensions because of illness or family emergency.  I will also consider extensions for other reasons, though more skeptically.   Except under very unusual circumstances, I will not grant an extension on the day the paper is due.  Also, computer problems will not be an acceptable excuse. Back-up regularly and don’t wait until the last minute, and computer problems should not be an issue. Consistent with Pingry policy, all assigned work must be done or an incomplete for the course will result. You may also fail a course when work is not completed. The full details are in your student handbook.

3. Emailing papers.  I do not accept email papers, except by prior arrangement.  

4. Rewrite policy. Writing is an important skill.  One of the best ways to improve your writing is to rewrite papers.  Towards that end, unless I say otherwise, I will allow you to rewrite papers, on four conditions:

a. The original paper must have been turned in on time.  If you turn in your paper late, you will not be eligible to rewrite.
b. The re-write must be submitted within two weeks of the paper being returned, unless you are explicitly told otherwise.

c. You must hand in the original paper with the rewrite.
d. You must speak to me before rewriting.  Writing is a difficult skill, one that takes much practice.  It is best learned if you have time for one-on-one consultation with a teacher.  You will therefore benefit more from rewriting if you speak with me about what changes you and I feel need to be made to improve the paper.  

Your final grade will be a combination of the old and the new grades: 60% of the new grade plus 40% of the old grade.  I expect the rewrite to be substantive and substantial.  Because it is a rewrite, my standards are higher, and if you merely resubmit your paper with minor changes in spelling, grammar, and wording, you can expect to receive a lower grade, or at best the same grade.  Do not just mechanically correct what I have marked.  Almost any paper below the A-range could use substantial rewriting. 

5. The Honor Code. The Pingry Honor Code is an integral part of your education and a standard worth following for life. I expect your behavior in this class to be guided by the Honor Code. You should also remember that the Code is not limited to one or two specific areas of behavior, but covers all aspects of your conduct.  Following the Honor Code means showing in your life and conduct the values of hard work, responsibility, honesty, fairness, and respect for others.  It is in this sense that the Honor Code is a guide for life.
6. Academic Honesty.  Academic honesty—doing your own work—is one aspect of following the Honor Code.  I will consider any and all unauthorized help on written assignments to be a violation of the Pingry Honor Code.  In general, you must complete all written work on you own unless given specific permission to work with others.  For example, it is a violation of the Honor Code to ask another student at lunchtime, "What was on the history test you took this morning?" It is also a violation to answer the question. It not only violates the Honor Code to copy someone else's quiz or test; it also violates the Code to allow someone to copy.  In terms of papers, you must complete them on your own.  You may use parents or tutors or fellow students as sounding boards for ideas, or to give you general comments on a paper, but the ideas and the words in the paper should be your own. 

 
Because so many students find it confusing, plagiarism is one offense against the Honor Code which needs special attention.  The general rule is this: using the words and/or ideas of others without giving due credit is theft, and is therefore morally wrong and a violation of the Honor Code.  We will talk later in more detail about what that means, but for now it is important for you to understand that I take plagiarism very seriously.  All written work except in-class essays must include citations and a “Works Cited” page.  Use the citation style described in The Pingry Material Style.  If you have any questions about the citation system, or when you should use a citation, ask me.  When in doubt, cite.

In the final analysis, it is YOUR honor. You have to be able to look in the mirror and like and respect whom you see. Success in life does not require the crutches of lying and cheating. 

7. Talk to me. Please do not hesitate to meet with me if you need help or have a concern.  The best way to see me is to set up an appointment.  Appointments can be made for conference period, or any other mutually agreeable time.  

8. A final note on how to do well in this class: The keys to successful performance in any course (or, for that matter, in any endeavor) are hard work and careful organization. In the final analysis, the hard work in this course is pretty much up to YOU. I will provide you with a structure that will help you to learn. It is your responsibility, however, to do your part: to be organized and work hard.  If you do your part, I will do everything I can to see that you succeed in this class.

9.  Have a good year!
