Academics
Language arts –reading, writing, spelling

· Guided Reading Program – in small groups

· Basal readers – in small & whole groups
· Stories are letter sound related and all vocabulary comes from it.

· Stories are easy to read – not meant to be hard

· Letter sounds are used for teaching reading and writing.

· Use the “guess & go” method as well as personal dictionaries where we add words and use the words given.

· All of the reading materials that comes home are shared between the classes – please return them each day and take good care of them!

· Small book groups – using guided reading leveled books, working on specific sounds, reading strategies and skills.
· Weekly dictations – on letter sounds.

· Weekly writing for publishing board – applying learned letter skills. (instead of a writing journal)
Mathematics – Investigations in Learning 

· Building number sense, learning to talk about their strategies and discuss their method for solving problems.

· Working together in small groups of 2 or 4

· Please do not work ahead in the workbook. Each lesson is introduced in the classroom and the workbook pages follow. Let us work together to explain, teach and assess.

Social Studies – Communities 
· Communities – Pingry & US
· Sustainable classroom and global initiative

· World News (in moderation)

Ex: Hurricane Katrina, Flooding in GA, Sandstorm in Australia, etc.
· Amish – Pennsylvania, Indiana,
   Ohio, NY

· Scientists – in Antarctica and the animals that live there.
· South America – People of the rain forest, the animals and the ecosystem
· Australia – Australian Aborigines (modern day & past), the animals, the environment.
Topics discussed:

· Volunteering, community service, giving back to people in need. 
· Bridges – Donating school supplies, Fill the Truck (gently used clothing)
· Taking care of our environment, global care of planet

· Recycling – how it helps the community
Classroom Information
Parent/Teacher Partnership:

We are a team and have to work together. If I call you at home, I REALLY need your help! If you do not hear from me, then assume that I have it under control. We work a great deal on conflict resolution in the classroom. You will not hear about every little problem that happens.

We are in the problem solving business. We work hard to make sure that your child is part of the problem solving process. If it is bigger than they can handle, then we step in, but we teach them how to handle conflicts step by step.

Believe ½ of what you hear about school – sometimes things are exaggerated because they are tired or struggling with social & academic things. Please use the 24 hour rule – take a deep breath, wait 24 hours and see if the issue is still an emergency!
Bedtime & Breakfast:
· I cannot teach tired, hungry students!
· Get in the bed early! The day is busy and the pace is much faster than in Kindergarten. 8:15-8:30 at latest!!

· Eat a good breakfast – protein gives them the staying power for the busy, academic morning.

Dress Code:
· Appropriate shoes & clothes for playground

· No dangling jewelry – necklaces, earrings, bracelets and watches. They should not be a distraction. 

· Name in ALL CLOTHING including boots!
Birthdays in school: 
· Send in snack & napkins only. No drinks are necessary.
· Be sensitive about food allergies and please send in 16 of the exact same item! (Not half vanilla, half chocolate!)

· No invitations given out at school, please.

Dismissal & Early Pick Ups:

· Inform your child how they are going home daily. Help empower them to be responsible and in control of this part of their lives. 

· No Dr. Appointments during the school day. 8:10 – 11:10 are the key teaching times of the day. Your children need to be in school & on time to benefit from our lessons. If you must have an appointment during the day, please choose one that is after lunch towards the end of the day.
· If you must leave early, please plan to pick up your child at a natural transition time, rather than in the middle of a class. Ex. Don’t come at 1:40 – come at 1:50 when we are already transitioning. I will send your child to the office to meet you, with their belongings.

· Changes in dismissal plans must be in writing. Emails to me & the office are fine. Last minute changes in dismissal plans need to go thru the office. After 2pm there is no guarantee that I will get the email, so please call the front office.
Absences:
· Call/Email office or teacher for homework assignments.

· If your child is too sick to do the work, don’t worry about it. 

· Have a buddy family who will bring work to you if your child is out for an extended period of time or we can get caught up when they return.
· Give me at least until noon to gather homework and get it to the office for you to pick up.

· Travel plans – should not take place during school year. Parents need to contact Mr. Corvino to ask about missing school for vacations.
Contacting Teachers:
· Please email me at school. hsmithwi@pingry.org
· Email with as many details as possible – rather than asking me to call you. I can usually find out what has happened if I have details, and then can get back to you.

· Questions for Specialists – please email them directly and copy me on the email if it is appropriate. Go to Pingry.org and click on faculty/staff for the correct email addresses:

· Gym – Mr. LaFontaine & Ms. Miller

· Library – Mrs. D’Inncenzo

· Science – Mrs. Cilli

· Spanish – Sra. Yorkshire

· Art – Mrs. Baydin

· Music – Mrs. Finn

· Technology – Ms. Ferris-Rights
Report Cards:

· Are written four (4) times per year.

· There are two (2) parent conferences – in fall & spring. 
· Major differences in Kindergarten & First Grade report cards. The work gets increasingly harder during the year and they may go down a number in the middle of the year. That is normal, as new skills and concepts are introduced. Also, my expectations go up each marking period.
· Do not equate numbers with letter grades. They are not the same and the numbers mean what they say.
· Edit what you tell your child about report cards. They do not need to SEE the report card. They are written for you. Select 1 or 2 things you want to highlight or tell them, if you feel you need to share report cards with them.

· I will show you the difference between the Kindergarten and first grade expectations tonight. The report cards are asking for very different criteria and my expectations are higher.

Parent Conferences:

*Fall conferences take place on: Tuesday NOV. 17, 2009
These conferences will be about 20 minutes and they are for us to get a chance to chat about your child. I will have a folder of work to give you at that time and a write up about your child’s progress to date. 
It is CRUCIAL that you arrive and leave on time, as I have all 16 conferences on one day. So, I’ll be in drill sergeant mode with my timer. Thank you in advance for your forgiveness and cooperation!
* Spring Conferences take place on: FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010! (no school for students, but conferences will take place, so please plan ahead!)
Homework Routines
At School:



Agendas 
· assignment is written in each morning

· HSW checks the agenda for accuracy

· Homework is discussed and started at school

· Homework is packed up in blue folder 
· Friday Folders come home on Friday’s only

At Home:
                   Organization: This is the key to your child’s success at school!
-   Students should arrive at school each day with   

     their “school tools”
-   Should be done independently. Parents, please 

     do not make corrections!
· Homework should not take more than 15-20 

minutes. Later in year it may take about 30 -45minutes.

· Homework should be completed at a table or desk –not in the car or on the bus!
· Homework should never be done in pen or markers
Student/Parent Meltdowns over homework:
There is no need to scream, yell or cry about first grade homework! If you or your child are having a melt down about homework, simple stop, take a deep breath and pack up the unfinished work. I will help your child get the assignment finished at school. 

If it makes you feel better, send me an email about the problem. I am a parent too, and I understand that sometimes life gets in the way. Let’s keep our eyes on the big picture!
Homework stations at home should include:

Scissors
glue sticks

Pencils

paper

Erasers
pencil sharpener
Crayons
      class schedule

Math games (given out at school)              *Occasionally a computer

Stapler

Backpack Rules:
Your child’s backpack should be thought of as a little brief case.
Please do not send toys, Nintendo DS games, Pokémon cards, etc.
Your child should pack his/her backpack each night – THEY are responsible for their library books, homework folders, etc. 

If they forget something, do not bring it to school for them. They need to learn from their mistakes and deal with the consequences.

Classroom space:

Please do not pop in for visits. They are in their “work zone” when they are here. If you need to be in the building for something, please respect their learning space. That includes if you are working in the library, here for a sibling or a meeting, or to volunteer. 
My attention is focused on your child when I am here at school. Please understand that I am in MY work zone too – don’t be put off by my focus being on them and their needs. 

I work very hard to empower your child to make good decisions and to be in charge of themselves. My philosophy is to foster good self esteem, independence, and responsibility for themselves and their belongings. I know that you are leaving your most precious possession in my care. Trust that I will take good care of your precious cargo!

Book Orders:
Occasionally I will send home book orders from the Scholastic Book Company. These are relatively inexpensive books, computer games, & stories on CD’s which you can buy to help build your child’s home library. 

At times there are items on the book order that directly relate to our curriculum. I often like to buy class sets of these inexpensive books, so that we can use them with our curriculum. When YOU purchase books from Scholastic, I receive bonus points. Each bonus point can then be used to purchase classroom materials. Your purchase directly helps us in the classroom!

If you choose to purchase books, please fill out the form with your child’s name and enclose a check made out to Scholastic Books. Please add carefully and send the entire order back to school in an envelope. I will then place the order on line and the books will arrive in 2-3 weeks. Please do not send cash, as I must send the exact amount through the mail. Be sure the check is made out to Scholastic Books and NOT Pingry.
Lunch Duty:
Lunchroom volunteers will begin coming to help sometime in October. There are MANY people who want to come for lunch, so you may only get to come once every few months. Thank you to every parent who volunteers their time for this duty!
When you arrive, please meet us in the cafeteria. You will sit with your child and be in charge of the table where they are sitting. We have worked very hard setting up the “routines” of lunch with your child! Please don’t undo what we have done!

Your child should be getting their own lunch, sitting in their chair and using the lunch room manners that we have taught them.  Please do not have your child sit on your lap, play table games with them or have them playing with your cell phone, etc. during lunch time.  They know the rules of how lunch takes place and we appreciate your cooperation! And remember, whatever you hear and see at lunch, stays at lunch! 

