Webquest for the Miracle Worker
Evaluating a Play
· Guidelines
· Parts of a play
· Dramatic Structure
Introduction
Imagine that you have suddenly lost both your eye sight and hearing.  Consider how this new challenge will affect your normal activities. How would such a loss affect your relationship with your family, your friends, and other people?

Task

· Define resilience and discuss the resilience of the human spirit when faced with great adversity.

· Recognize that people with disabilities are often able to overcome great obstacles. 

· Find out about the obstacles that a visually or hearing impaired individual must cope with on a daily basis.

Process
The students will accomplish the Task by participating in the following assignments:

· Review the following internet site:
· Background on Helen Keller
· Journal Questions
· Pages 5 to 33

· 
Pages 34 to 47
· Pages 48 to 71
· Pages 71 to 91
· pages 92 to 122
· Think About:

· In Someone Else’s Shoes 

Imagine you have suddenly lost both your ability to see and hear. Consider how this new challenge might affect your normal activities. Work individually or in groups, to describe how you would need to change some of your activities to adjust for blindness and/or deafness. Record your ideas in a two-column chart, one column labeled "Activity," the other labeled "Ways to Adjust for Blindness/Deafness."
· Role-Playing 

Imagine, as above, that you have lost your sight and hearing. This time, consider how such a loss would affect your relationship with other people. Divide pick a partner and have one student in each pair wear a blindfold and ear covers and/or earplugs. Attempt a "conversation" without speech. Using whatever means you can think of, students must try to communicate with one another. Afterwards, share your results, including successful and unsuccessful means of communications and the feelings that resulted from your attempts.

· Talking Hands

Link to “Talking Hands” a site that demonstrates the alphabet of American Sign Language (ASL). Work in pairs and spell a number of words, which you will then translate into ASL. After you have practiced, you and your partner will perform your words for the class, spelling and signing simultaneously. 
· 
· Participate in a Trust Walk:
· You will be blindfolded and given a "trust" partner.

· Your partner will choose a slip of paper from a hat, and will read to you what your job is to do, being blindfolded.

· You will then proceed to do that job.  Your "trust" partner is there to make sure you don't run into anything or anyone and hurt yourself.  
· He/she also will help you if you are in DIRE need of some direction.  
· The only way he/she can help you is by saying "You need help or you can’t do this on your own”
· Complete the Trust Walk worksheet.  Explain in detail what it felt like not have use of all of your senses.

· Choose one of the quotes by Helen Keller and write 3-5 paragraphs explaining how that quote affects your life. 
Summary:
The Miracle Worker is a three-act play based on Annie Sullivan's heroic efforts in the 1880s to teach her new pupil, Helen Keller. At the beginning of the play, an illness renders baby Helen blind, deaf, and, therefore, mute. Pitied and badly spoiled by her parents, she learns no discipline and grows into a wild, raging creature by the age of six. Desperate, the Kellers hire a young governess, Annie Sullivan. After several fierce battles with her new charge, a determined Annie convinces the Kellers to give her two weeks alone with their child. In that time, she teaches Helen discipline and fingerspellings for words. The child ultimately comes to understand the fingerspellings as language in a dramatic "miracle" at the play's end.
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