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A BRIDGE SHEET: NATIONAL RESPONSES


TO CHANGING CONDITIONS BETWEEN 1871 AND 1914





Note: This sheet is designed to speed our way through the late 1800s so we can


move as rapidly and efficiently as possible to the momentous events of the 20th


century. The corresponding reading in McKay is pages 826-835.





	If one were to examine the military, diplomatic, and political events of the


period between 1815 and 1914, one might divide the period into three smaller eras:


1815-48, when there were many revolutions but few wars; 1848-71, when there were


several important regional wars, climaxing in the unification of Italy and Germany, the


fall of Napoleon III's Second Empire in France, and the realization on the Russians'


part that they had fallen far behind industrialized western Europe; and the 1871-1914


period, which was free of war and revolution in western and central Europe but also


saw the continuing disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and a series of nasty little


regional wars in the Balkans which helped lead to World War I. This handout will deal


chiefly with the 1871-1914 period.





	As a result of the enormous political and technological changes which had occured


between 1789 and 1871, nations all over Europe found themselves adjusting to vastly


changed conditions of life.





	Britain continued a period of power and glory which coincided largely with the 


reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901). The most important Prime Ministers during this 


period were the Conservative, Benjamin Disraeli, and his rival, the Liberal, William 


Gladstone. Both men promoted social reform at home and colonial expansion abroad, 


with important political and social consequences for Britain, which became a genuinely democratic nation. In 1867, the Conservatives sponsored a reform bill which extended 


voting rights to two-thirds of the adult male population. The Liberals countered with 


several measures.One was the 1870 Trade Union Act, which protected collective 


bargaining, in which labor unions could negotiate work contracts with employers. In 1872, 


an education act authorized the government to build and run state-run schools for all 


children in the land. In the United States, these would be called public schools, but in Britain, public school is the term for what we call a private school in the United States. In 1884 and 1885, two more reform bills extended voting rights to all adult males.


	Extensive reforms continued into the 1900s. By that time, an active feminist


movement had developed under the leadership of Emmeline and Christabel Pankhurst.


Its efforts before World War I were unsuccessful, but by 1918, British women over


30 had the vote. By 1928, women had the same voting rights as men. The power of


the aristocracy declined as well. A Parliamentary Act passed in 1911 gave salaries to


members of Parliament, and stripped the House of Lords of its power to stop bills 


passed by the House of Commons. From 1911 on, Lords could only delay legislation.


Between 1906 and 1914, the Liberals, allied with the new Labor Party, passed a


People's Budget which provided unemployment benefits, government sponsored


housing, old-age pensions, and national health insurance.


	However, no British government, Conservative or Liberal, could solve the Irish


problem. Catholics in the the south wanted Irish independence, while Protestants in the


north wanted to remain in the United Kingdom. By 1916, the struggle became violent.


Eventually, it resulted in a self-governing Irish Free State in 1922, and a fully independent


Irish Republic in 1949. Northern Ireland remained inside the United Kingdom, over the


objections of its Catholic minority, and since 1969, has experienced ongoing civil


unrest.





	France, humiliated and defeated by the Prussians in 1870-71, had to find a new


form of government, and no agreement existed over what it should be. There was talk of


restoring a Bourbon or Orleanist monarchy, but it generated little real enthusiasm. 


Radicals in the Paris Commune wanted a communist state, and actually fought for it. They 


were put down in a nasty civil war between 1870 and 1872 that claimed 20,000 lives. 


The French compromised on everyone's second choice, a Third Republic, which stabilized 


itself under Adolphe Theirs, Leon Gambetta, and Jules Ferry, and lasted until Nazi invasion crushed it in 1940. Under the Third Republic, Paris was the cultural and artistic center of Europe. The impressionist movement in art and music featured such famous painters and composers as Claude Monet, Pierre Renoir, Paul Gaugin, Paul Cezanne, Vincent Van Gogh, Claude Debussy, and Maurice Ravel, to name a few. Overseas, 


France expanded its southeast Asian possessions to include Cambodia and Laos as well 


as Vietnam. It also took almost all of west Africa, though half of that territory consisted of the Sahara Desert. At home, free public secular education expanded to include all French 


children. And by 1910, France had a fully-developed system of old-age pensions, unemployment benefits, and national health insurance which had begun under Napoleon III in the 1850s. Under the Third Republic, all adult males could vote; however, French 


women did not enjoy that right until the start of the Fourth Republic in 1945.


	Catholic church influence in France declined sharply in France after a vicious


instance of anti-semitism in the 1890s. In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish captain in the


army, was convicted on false charges of espionage and treason, and exiled to a prison


colony off the coast of South America. The army, the church, and French anti-semites


were content, but Dreyfus' family, aided by intellectuals, socialists,republicans, and the 


novelist Emile Zola mounted a protest which resulted in Dreyfus being released and 


cleared of all charges in 1906. By 1905, the government ended its practices of paying 


Catholic priests and bishops, and had cut off financial aid to Catholic schools. The church 


was left on its own, to function as a private institution.





	Austria, kicked out of prominence in the German-speaking area of Europe, and


also humiliated by the Prussians, had to contend with its own unhappy multi-national 


population, and entered a period of decline. In order to maintain some degree of stabilty,


the Austrian government negotiated a compromise with the Hungarians in 1867 which 


resulted in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, also known as the Dual Monarchy. 


Hungarians had the right to complete self-government in their territory, and became allies 


of the Austrians in controlling other ethnic groups in the empire-Czechs, Slovaks, Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, and Romanians-who wanted independent nations of their own.


	In Vienna, the able mayor Karl Lueger modernized the city and improved social


services between 1897 and 1910, but also actively discriminated against Jews, an attitude


not lost on a young, unsuccessful artist in the city named Adolf Hitler.





	In Russia, conditions were especially turbulent in the late 1800s and early 1900s.


An attempt to destroy the Ottoman Empire in 1853-54 led to defeat in the Crimean War


of 1854-56, at the hands of the Ottomans, French, and British, none of whom wanted to


see the Russians break out into the Mediterranean. Even though the Ottoman Empire was


"the sick man of Europe" by this point, the British and French felt they had to provide it


life support, and did. Russia had not been defeated since the days of Napoleon I, and the


new tsar, Alexander II, learned two lessons. First, Russia was no longer able to stand up


against modern industrial nations, and second, it needed to modernize fast. Alexander's


attempts to modernize Russia succeeded only in part, and caused worse discontent later


on. In 1861, he abolished serfdom, and allowed peasants to form communes and 


purchase land. The boyars who owned the large estates in Russia had to turn over land for


this purpose. However, there were a few problems: the land turned over to the peasants


was generally poor in quality, and the peasants, without cash of their own, had to borrow


money from the nobles who had once held them as serfs. As Russia began to industrialize,


many of these peasants migrated to the cities to seek work in factories, mines, and oilfields.


	In some ways, Russia's progress was spectacular between the 1850s and 1914.


It became a major oil and steel producer and exporter of wheat, and built a railroad 


across Siberia by 1903. Foreign investors, seeing vast potential wealth, were willing to lend  the Russian government money with which to start industries. It experienced a literary and musical flowering during the period also. Russian ballet became famous worldwide, and composers, dramatists, and novelists such as Tchiakovsky, Borodin, Prokofiev, Chekov, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky became equally well known. Russia conquered central Asia during this period, and fought a successful war against the Ottomans in 1877-78 which increased its influence in the Balkans, much to Austria's discomfort.


	However, discontent was worse. As Alexander II relaxed censorship in Russia,


radical populist, socialist, and communist movements began to form, demanding a 


democratic, socialist Russia, preferably without tsars. Alexander himself became the


ultimate target when he was assasinated by a radical, Sophia Perovskaya (that's right,


a woman) in 1881. His son, Alexander III, responded by continuing Russian industrial


development, and cracking down on protest movements. As in all frustrated countries


during this period, Jews became a target. Alexander restricted their movement inside


Russia territory, and he and his son, the last tsar, Nicholas II, permitted pogroms, 


terror raids, on Jewish villages in the countryside. As a result, large numbers of Jews


fled Russia and Poland, many of them finding their way to the United States.


	Still more disaster followed. Russia clashed with newly industrialized Japan over dominance in northeast Asia, and suffered an embarassing defeat in the Russo-Japanese 


War of 1904-05. Under the strain of war, the entire economic system broke down, which 


led to the Revolution of 1905, which almost toppled Nicholas. After the revolution was crushed, Nicholas allowed the existence of a parliament, called the Duma. Russia now


looked like a constitutional monarchy, but actually wasn't because Nicholas retained veto power over anything the Duma did.





	Germany had much better luck. After 1871, Otto von Bismarck's German


Empire was the strongest and most highly industrialized nation on the European continent,


an equal and potential rival to Britain as the strongest power on earth. It was a world


leader in science and education, and while Britain could claim the world's best navy,


Germany could boast the world's best army. It also had a constitutional monarchy, and


while the German emperors remained strong monarchs who considered themselves


answerable only to God, Germany had a two-house Parliament whose lower house, 


the Reichstag, was elected by universal manhood suffrage. That meant Germany also


had working poltical parties, the most important of which were the National Liberals, the 


Conservatives, the Catholic Center, and the Social Democrats, backed respectively by


industrialists, Junkers, middle class and peasant Catholics, and industrial workers.


	If  Bismarck made any mistakes at all, they were in his kulturkampf, an attempt


to eliminate Catholic influence in a mainly Protestant Germany, and his attempt to destroy


the socialist Social Democratic party by outlawing it. Both plans backfired. Bismarck


distrusted the Catholics because Pope Pius IX's declaration of Papal infallability in 1870


appeared to put loyalty to the church ahead of loyalty to the nation. However, the kultur-


kampf failed because the Catholic minority in Germany, one third of the population, was


too large, and the Center Party too well organized. Bismarck agreed to call off his anti-


Catholic effort in 1878, as the Center Party agreed to back his economic plans and his crackdown on the Social Democrats. To entice workers away from socialism, Bismarck 


passed a series of social programs between 1883 and 1889 which provided workers 


sickness and accident insurance, old-age pensions, and retirement benefits, as the USA 


would later do in the 1930s in the Social Security system. The social programs stayed, but 


the attempt to squash socialism did not. The Social Democratic Party went underground, 


and effectively argued that Bismarck's social programs were proof of socialism's strength.


Moreover, in 1890, the new emperor, William II, insisted that the Social Democrats be 


re-legalized, and fired Bismarck as his chancellor (prime minister).





	Finally, what became of socialism in Europe? In order to promote world


revolution, the communists organized the First International in London in 1864, under


the leadership of  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, and after Marx's death in 1883,


reorganized into a Second International in 1889. However, most socialists chose


evolutionary socialism, an idea developed by Edward Bernstein, and in western


Europe, organized political parties that aimed at winning elections and bringing about


change step-by-step. We have already mentioned the Social Democrats in Germany, and 


there was large Socialist Party in France also. Organized by Jean Jaures, it was influential


in obtaining the release of Alfred Dreyfus and setting up social programs in France. In


Britain, a group of socialist writers and intellectuals allied with Scottish coal miner and


union organizer Kier Hardie, and founded the Labor Party in 1894. It was largely 


responsible for the People's Budget of 1906-14, and by the 1920s, it had replaced the


Liberals as the main opposition to the British Conservatives. In Russia, things were much


different. Socialists there aimed at revolution, and organized two parties: the Social


Revolutionaries, who wanted to confiscate the nobles' estates and turn all land over to the


peasants, and the Social Democrats, who recruited industrial workers. In 1903, the Social 


Democrats in Russia split into two rival groups, the Mensheviks and Bolsheviks, and the Bolsheviks eventually developed into the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1917-18.      


  


  


