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Welcome to World History 10. This is a full year course, designed for all 

students at Pingry. It will be challenging, but if you work hard, it is within your reach. 

Specific goals for the course are listed in the overview. The course is topical, and will 

survey major events in world history, but the major emphasis will rest on problems and interpretations in history, and upon your analysis and discussion of those problems and interpretations. We shall also stress the development of historical skills, with map work 

as an integral part of this course. Facts will often be left to the student to gather, 

using daily focus questions or review sheets as foundations for notes, with 

classes centering on analysis and discussion of issues.


We shall make every effort to integrate both materials read in your English 10

classes and art into the discussions of world history. Therefore, you should pay close

attention to all art presented in your textbook and handouts. 


The roots of United States history dig deeply into the soil of Europe, and in

turn, Europe's development since 1500 is built largely on technologies, ideas, and

natural resources taken from Asia, Africa, and the Americas. Thus the history of the

entire world is relevant to us. Throughout the course, we shall be demonstrating 

that very point.


However, history is more than just facts. The social sciences, such as economics, geography, sociology, psychology, and anthropology, all come together to produce 

history, and even the arts and science produce and are products of historical events.

History is made up of human beings, rulers, generals, statesmen, artists, thinkers,

workers, and peasants-with all the faults and failings that human beings have. Our hope

is to put flesh and blood on this course, to make it exciting and make history come alive

for you.


The excitement comes for a price. The course emphasizes organization and 

hard, steady work. The framework for your gathering data in this course will be a

series of review sheets or daily focus questions which will assist you in developing

organizational skills. They have been developed based on your reading assignments,

and are organized both topically and chronologically. To hold your notes, you should

purchase a large (2 1/2" or 3") three-ring binder for your notes, or if you prefer, 

two 2" three-ring binders, one for each semester. Organize your notebook into

a topic area for each unit. Much of your homework will be gathering data in these topic areas, rather like a research project. The notebook will be your study resource for the final exam, so organize and keep it well. 

With each unit, you will be given a syllabus, which outlines assignments, topics,

activities, and test dates for each unit. Reading assignments can be long, but vary in

length, which means you must budget your time several days in advance to prepare

them. In class, lectures will alternate with seminar style discussion, debates, and group

activities.


Catching up in this course is painful and difficult. Therefore, always keep

up with your reading or in completing your assigned work, including your notes.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Anticipate a minimum of 6 major graded assignments each semester.

2. Do your work on time. Announced and unannounced quizzes covering daily

assignments can be expected, especially if we think you are not doing your work. Some

of these quizzes may be open notebook quizzes, to serve as a check on your notebook

completion.

3. Because participation in class is an integral part of the course, you are expected to

participate; hopefully, you will want to.

4. Keep a looseleaf notebook, exclusively for history, in a 2 1/2" or 3" loose-leaf

binder, or in two 2" loose-leaf binders, one for each semester. The notebbok should

contain completed review sheets or focus questions, class notes, and any handouts you

receive. Be sure to fasten all materials securely in your binder. From time to time

we shall be evaluating your notes as part of your semester grade, and we will penalize

for papers placed loosely or randomly into your notebook. More specifics on how to 

organize your work and do your notes will follow as you read this guide, but the magic

word is organize! It will pay off big when you study for the final exam.

5. A research project. Details of this assignment will be announced as the year

goes on, but you should expect initial instructions by the end of the first unit of the 

course. We shall be building on the research skills you developed in ninth grade. Keep 

in mind that while we'll gladly provide guidance and advice, the main responsibility for 

producing a good research project rests on you.

6. Midterm and final exams, each counting one-tenth of the entire course grade. The

final exam will focus chiefly on facts covered in the second semester, but be warned that

major concepts, themes, and comparisons studied during the entire year may well show

up on the final exam. 

7. Grades go as outlined in the Pingry student handbook:
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You may always ask questions about grading. Please keep in mind that the History

Department penalizes late work 1/3 grade per day

Final grade: 2 semester grades (42.5% each) + final exercise (15%)=100%

MATERIALS:

John P. McKay et al, A History of World Societies, vol. II, Seventh Edition (2007)
handouts from Andrea and Overfield, The Human Record, since 1500, 5th edition

and other sources

Elie Wiesel, Night

Your basic text (McKay) covers much of the factual information requested on the 

review sheets and focus questions, and is intended to be read and used as a reference book.

The handouts from The Human Record (referred to as THR) will provide primary source

documents.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:

1. The ambitious reading program, drawn from all the materials listed and from class

handouts, requires close attention. There is too much reading for you to be able

to recall everything you read. To complete your assignments well, and in a

reasonable length of time, you must learn to read to gather information. First,

look at the review sheet or focus questions before you. Notice the information 

you must gather from the reading. Do NOT try to study every page in the

textbook. Read actively, highlighter in hand, highlighting or otherwise marking 

key information (that does not mean every word!). Read rapidly, and make yourself

skim, picking out information and marking it. Follow the review sheets or

focus questions strictly as a guide to taking notes.

2. All assignments are due on the day for which they are listed. Remember that

late work carries a penalty of 1/3 grade per day. That means, for example, that

a B+ paper handed in a day late will get a B instead. Consistent with Pingry

policy, all assigned work must be done or an incomplete for the course will

result. You may also fail a course when work is not completed. The full details

are in your student handbook.

3. You absolutely must do your review sheets or focus questions. Your teacher will

show you which approach to your notes to use. On a regular basis, we will be

collecting your notes for inspection. The quality of your notes will affect your

grade. It is your job to gather the information required in your notes. You will

be expected to know everything in your notes cold. For example, if you are

asked to identify and explain 4 reasons for European contact and expansion into 

Asia, Africa, and the Americas during the 1500s, you should be able to do it.

4. For any outside reading (Wiesel, handouts), brief notes are required. A tip: many

students find it helpful to underline and make margin notes on handouts and even in 

the books. You should structure your brief notes like this:




1. Main thesis (central idea)




2. Major supporting ideas




3. Terms, items of interest, anything else that seems





important or intriguing

You should place your notes in the appropriate section of your notebook. If a handout

has to do with the Columbian Exchange, put it and your notes in that section.

If you prefer to write your brief notes as margin notes next to the reading, that is fine.

Do the reading in the above manner, and you shall be able to effectively review

and recall this mass of material.

When called upon to answer a question, you may of course refer to your notes.

5. Obviously it is crucial that you bring the appropriate book, handouts, or both

to class and do the assigned reading on time so you can participate in and benefit

from the class discussions. Bring McKay and your THR handouts with you to

class every day unless otherwise directed.

6. Key to successful performance in any course (or, for that matter, in any endeavor) are

hard work and careful organization. In the final analysis, the hard work in this course is

pretty much up to YOU. We shall provide you with a structure that will assist you in

developing your organizational skills. As mentioned earlier in this guide, you should

organize your LOOSELEAF NOTEBOOK into topic areas, one for each unit.

This organization will make your study for the final exam considerably easier.

7. Bring your notebook to class every day, and bring a pen that works. Notes

must be taken in pen, not pencil, because pencilled notes smudge with time. No

student may leave the classroom to get a notebook or pen after class has 

begun.

8. Fully completed notes are due the day of the week they are listed on your course

syllabus. Do not fall behind.

9. All students are expected to be in class on time. Repeated lateness (four in one

semester) will be reported to your Division Head.

10. Conferences with your teacher are by appointment. Posted hours and places are

on the door of the History Department. Appointments can be made for conference

period, or any other mutually agreeable time. Please avoid making appointments

during another class period, or between classes, when there is other work to be done.

11. You are entirely responsible for work covered when you are absent from 

class. If you know you will miss a history class or test because of a sports,

extracurricular, or personal conflict, please notify your teacher as soon as possible.

Do this before the day of absence.

12. The Honor Code at Pingry is an integral part of your education and standard worth

following for life. The Code is not limited to one or two specific areas of behavior, but

covers all aspects of your conduct. For example, it is a violation of the Honor Code to

ask another student at lunchtime, "What was on the history test you took this morning?"

It is also a violation to answer the question. It not only violates the Honor Code to copy

someone else's quiz or test; it also violates the Code to allow someone to copy.

Plagiarism is a serious offense. You must cite all sources and authors not only

for direct quotes, but also for any ideas that are not your own. It is to your credit that

you find in your research any ideas that are relevant or support your arguments, but you

must cite their sources and authors. 


All of you have been given or will be given instructions on how to document

sources from the World Wide Web. We shall make spare copies available should you

misplace your copy. Common decency and honor demand that you use web information

with discretion and integrity. In terms of discretion, not everything on the Web (or in a book, newspaper, magazine, or video) is necessarily accurate. In terms of integrity,

never be tempted to lift information, quotes, or ideas from the Web and present them

as your own work.


In the final analysis, it is YOUR honor. You have to be able to look in the mirror

and like and respect whom you see. Success in life does not require the crutches of lying

and cheating.

GOALS FOR THE COURSE:

We have several main objectives for this year. The first is to organize material 

around effective notes which promote both your knowledge and understanding 

of the historical events and issues being studied. The second is to sharpen your skills: 

effective reading, note taking, analysis (breaking problems into their respective parts), 

synthesis (the development of sound generalizations and opinions), the preparation

of short analytical essays, map skills, and working with and evaluating primary sources.

When you prepare your research project this year, we shall take the organizational skills

you learned in ninth grade as a starting point, and lay heavier stress on analysis and 

synthesis. The third objective is to develop your understanding of how Europe lay 

the foundations of a genuinely global economy and society, starting in the 1500s. The

fourth is to understand how Europe took ideas, technologies, and resources from

other parts of the world, blended them with its own, and transformed itself from a

relatively insignificant, superstitious, ignorant, and violent continent into a dominant

force in world affairs. The fifth objective is to learn how other places in the world

responded to the European challenge, and to what extent they survived and flourished.

The sixth is to investigate how European dominance slipped in the twentieth century

and what that means for the rest of  us. The seventh is to learn how Europe transformed

global society after 1500, and what the rest of the world did to change Europe.

Along the way, you will be learning the difference between an historical concept, theme,

and skill. Allow us a few examples. In this course, a concept is a general idea or

understanding. The industrialization of the world is a a concept, while the transformation

of Japan into a major industrial power in the late 1800s is an example of industrialization

in action. A theme is the development of interpretation and pattern in a concept. Again, 

industrialization is the concept; the degree to which the Japanese benefited or suffered

during industrialization would be the theme. A skill is the ability to perform a task, for

example, to write clearly and vigorously, or in this case, to show how one's interpretation

of industrialization in Japan is an accurate and persuasive one.

Here are the major themes in world history since 1500 that we shall examine:

1. the shift from an agricultural to an industrial economy

2. the shift from aristocratic/monarchical society and government

    to democratic/egalitarian society and government 

3. the shift from a religious to a secular society

4. the growing ability of human societies to control nature

5. the emergence of an interconnected world made up of numerous cultures

    but marked by global inequality

6. the tension between communal/group identification and individualism

7. the response of traditional societies to scientific, technological, 

    and economic "modernization"

8. the changing relationship between state and individual

9. the role of conflict in effecting social change

10. the impact of various areas of the world on each other

You will absorb a lot of data this year, but history is not just a summation of facts.

We want you to take these facts as a point of departure. We want you to ask questions

that won't send us to a textbook to find a name, date, or definition, but which sharpen 

our ability to make sense of the past. We want you to ask questions that may not have

convenient answers, and to learn that some questions have no answers. We want you

to think.

We look forward to an exciting, stimulating, challenging year with all of you, and wish you the best of luck and success. 
