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Honoring the Honor Code: Some Quick Tips


Concerning How to Avoid Troubles


with Citations and Plagiarism








	This is a thorny issue which comes up repeatedly among students, who quite often


and quite properly ask us about it. This brief bulletin is intended to lessen any confusion 


you may have, and to reinforce the message you have on your plagiarism and Honor Code


handouts.





	The most important guide you have is The Pingry Manual of Style, whose


instructions you should follow religiously, especially on pages 10-14, which discuss


research projects. It will be particularly important when you do your research paper


this year. 





	On each written assignment, we shall explicitly inform you what sources of


information you may use so that you avoid plagiarism and stay within the rules and intent


of the Honor Code. We want you to do research and use sources of information often,


extensively, and accurately while staying honest. Integrity is the most important thing.





	Remember that you must credit your sources of information both when you 


are quoting and paraphrasing someone else's ideas. For details, see page 22 of the Pingry


style manual.





	Remember also that you can never be too cautious about crediting your sources.


Too many citations are a minor technical problem. Too few can be a far more painful


Honor Code violation. When in doubt, review your style manual, the instructions on your


assignment, and ask your teacher. You can never go wrong by being too careful.  


