






History 10








Mr. Raby

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT ON RUSSIA AND THE WEST 

IN THE 1600S

The due date for this assignment will be announced in class. What follows

are background and instructions.

Even in our supposedly enlightened times, Russia is a place which can seem odd, exotic,

and often non-European to travelers from western Europe or North America. In the 1600s,

and early 1700s,when travel was far less common, Russia would have seemed even stranger 

to travelers from countries such as France, England, or the Netherlands. Your job is to explain why this would be so by comparing and contrasting Russia's historical development with that 

of western Europe.

Choosing any three of the following categories-geographic, economic, political, military,

religious, social, or cultural-explain how and why Russia developed in ways that were 

radically different from western Europe. Be sure to mention precise ways in which Russia's

development was different, and why those differences should occur. Doing this work should

result in an essay that is about three pages long-roughly 750 words. And if you can show

connections and relationships among the categories you choose-that is, how they affected

each other-so much the better!

Your sources of information for this project-no others, please!-are your Bentley textbook

and The Human Record. You may often find yourselves quoting or closely paraphrasing

passages from either source. When you do, you must cite your reference with an internal

citation enclosed in parentheses. If you are ever in doubt whether to cite or not, always

cite! Otherwise, you will slip into an Honor Code violation with potentially serious

consequences. For exact format of citations, follow the directions below and those in your

Pingry style manual. Failure to use proper format in citations will be treated as a technical

error of style and not an Honor Code offense. But please remember: failure to cite when 

you should is much more serious.

Place all citations in parentheses. If you use McKay, it would look like this: (McKay, page

number). If you use any of the historical explanations from The Human Record, it would

look like this: (Andrea and Overfield, page number). If you use an actual document from

The Human Record, it would look like this example: (Peter the Great, "Decree on Shaving,"

from Andrea and Overfield, page 177). Please notice that document titles are in quotes, and

that one refers to books cited by author, not title. 

Any questions? Be sure to see me well in advance of the due date so you avoid being 

squeezed by time pressure. Remember that procrastination can be fatal to your academic

health, and will meet with no sympathy from your usually kindly but always very cranky

teacher.  

