







History 10









Mr. Raby

UNIT TWO PAPER ASSIGNMENT-WORTH 100 POINTS, THE SAME AS 

A UNIT TEST

General Instructions: This paper asks you to compare and contrast the experiences

of Europe and Asia, and draws both upon what you learned in the last unit and what

you have been learning in this one. You are to choose ONE topic below, and answer

the question your topic presents in a 750-1000 word (3-4 page) essay. As with the 

last essay assignment, you are to use only your course readings from the Bentley
text and The Human Record as your sources of information. And just as in the last

essay, proper citations of direct quotes and paraphrases are essential. If you have

any questions about citations, consult your Pingry style manual, the Indiana University

handout on plagiarism, and when necessary, ask me. Finally remember that all three

topics require that you compare, contrast, and analyze in your paper. Description and

storytelling will not do the job for you. The paper is due on the last day of the unit.

And please, avoid waiting until the last minute before you ask questions. Otherwise,

you will put yourself under too much pressure! Good luck!

1. The empires of Asia, like France under Louis XIV, had governments which could be called

"absolutist." But how "absolutist" were the Asian empires? Compare France under Louis XIV

with any ONE of the following: the Ottoman Empire, the Mughal Empire, the Ming Dynasty

in China, or Japan under the Tokugawa Shogunate. You may wish to consider some or all of

th following areas: values, political institutions and administration, tax policy, social classes and

basis of support, religious and/or ethnic policy, economic policy, foreign and military policy.

HINT: this is an analytical paper, which means you need to have an argument. Do not simply

write a descriptive "laundry list" of similarities and differences.

2. What makes a great ruler? Compare and contrast the policies and achievements of one 

European ruler (either Louis XIV or Peter the Great) with one Asian ruler (either Suleiman

the Magnificent, Akbar, the Hungwu Emperor, or Tokugawa Ieyasu), and evaluate the

relative greatness of each. Make sure to state clearly your criteria for greatness, and be sure

to back up your argument with reference to the specific achievements (or shortcomings) of

the two rulers you select.

3. How much does the success or failure of a country depend on what goes on within the

country, and how much does it depend on the world outside its borders? Compare and 

contrast two states, one European and one Asian, and analyze the extent to which their

rise and/or decline was due to global changes, and the extent to which the results were

based on internal characteristics. What are your observations about the relative impact of

global influences and domestic strengths and weaknesses in affecting the rise or decline

of a country?
