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In this packet are instructions for doing your research paper.

Read this packet carefully, since it lists important deadlines.

Do not lose this packet; you will not get another!

Anticipated Deadlines

Topic Choice.............................................@ Nov. 17-18
Thesis Statement, Supporting Questions,

and 25 Notes from at least three sources....@ Dec. 3-4
Complete Set of 50 Notes

from at least six sources........................@ Jan. 12-13
Detailed Outline; First 2-3 pages of Paper,

with Proper Citations, and Annotated Bibliography.....@ Feb. 2-3
20 Points

Final Draft: 100 Points.........................@ Feb. 23-24
_________________________________________________________

CHOOSING A TOPIC: DUE NOV. 17-18
The Topic:

Though this course has a prescribed and firm curriculum, it is appropriate that at some point,

students pursue a question of their own choosing. Be curious and creative in choosing a topic 

for this research paper, but be sure your choice fulfills these broad requirements:

1. Your topic should provide enough information for a 5-7 page research paper; not too narrow,

not too broad.

2. Your topic should interest you! You should be itching to pursue it!

3. Your topic may be on any period or civilization studied in this course. A list of possible topics

will be given to you, but feel free to choose on your own. Be sure to clear it with your 

teacher.

4. Your topic must offer an argument over an idea, issue, controversy, or personality. This is

an analytical paper, not a report:

Example of an unsuitable topic: the rise and fall of the Roman Republic (too broad,

too descriptive)

Example of a suitable topic: could the Gracchi brothers have saved the Roman Republic

from its eventual failure and collapse?

Notice that once you have a topic, you can use it to create a title for your paper, something

like this:

The Gracchi Brothers and Their Reforms:

A Lost Revival for the Roman Republic

If you have trouble developing a topic, ask your teacher for help immediately. Hand 

in your topic on Nov. 17-18, with your name and Honor Pledge on it.

Thesis Statement, Supporting Questions, and 25 Notes

from at least Three Sources, due @ Dec. 3-4
Thesis Statement: Once you have a topic, you need to develop a THESIS STATEMENT.

A thesis statement provides the focus and theme for the whole paper, and makes clear

why your topic is historically significant. The sooner you develop a strong focus, the 

sooner and better you will complete your research.

Once you have a thesis statement, you need to create 4-6 SUPPORTING QUESTIONS.

These are questions you need to answer to support your THESIS STATEMENT.

On a clean sheet of paper:


Write your name, date, and class period.


Write the name and a brief summary of your topic, in which you clearly define the



time, place, major figures, and major events involved.


Write your Thesis Statement.



Underneath the thesis statement, indent and write your Supporting 



Questions. Be sure to write the Supporting Questions in the most



logical order, which you would want to use to write your paper...



which questions you want to answer first, second, third, etc.

Turn in two copies, one for your teacher to keep.

A note on the questions: remember, a research paper is only as good as the


questions you ask!!

1. Before starting your research, jot down the most interesting and important points you 

already know about your topic, such as when and where it took place, the major ideas and

personalities involved, the topic's significance, and how/why it came to be significant. If

you know nothing about your topic, do some preliminary research to get an idea what to 

look for. While your textbooks and enclyclopedias may not be used as sources of 

information in the paper itself, it's perfectly acceptable to use them in the early stages to

get your thinking started.

2. Based on what you know, or on some preliminary research, come up with a list of 4-6

questions you would like to answer in your paper. 

Hand in two copies of your thesis statement and supporting questions on clean

sheets of paper. Your teacher will keep one copy. Make sure your thesis 

statement is presented so that it answers a question or offers an argument, and

be sure your name, period, date, and Honor Pledge are on the sheets you turn in.

25 Notes from at least three sources-due @ Dec. 3-4.

A vital part of any research project is a thorough sets of notes, chock full of evidence you

will use to prove your thesis. To prepare your notes, we ask that you learn and use the

note approach describes below:

25 Noodletools notes from 3 sources-due December 3-4
One effective way to take notes for the research paper is the Noodletools note. Notes

are small, so they limit the length of quotations taken from a source. In this way, they

encourage independent thinking since quotes should support, not replace, your ideas.

Because a researcher can easily shuffle and reorganize notes, they also allow the

researcher to write without clumping too much information from a single source into a

single paragraph. Finally, since each note also lists its source, Noodletools notes make

documentation easy.   
There are two types of  note which you MUST use:

1. Bibliographical Note:

Make one note per source of information

Include all publishing information

Give each source a code letter for easy use later on

Like this:


-----------------------------------------------------









A






Schwartzman, Nimrod






The Essentials of Gardening





London: Holt Publishing, 1989





-----------------------------------------------------

2. Research Note:

Make one 3x5 note for each major idea, quotation, or fact. At the top of each card, write

the source code letter, the page number, and an identifying code word. Except for quotations,

take notes in your own words! If you copy, or closely paraphrase the information from your

source, chances are you will use the same words and phrases in your final paper, and that is

plagiarism, punishable by suspension or expulsion from Pingry. To avoid copying, use brief

note form, no complete sentences, and take notes only after reading an entire para-

graph, preferably after a page or two. Here is an example:

Like this:





----------------------------------------------------





Planting


A
p. 79





Rototillers: ineffective when used in clay





soil that has been trampled by hippos





----------------------------------------------------

Some final words of advice for this section: When you hand in notes, either print

them out or show them to us on your laptop. Remember that by Dec. 3-4, you need

at least 25, made up of at least 3 bibliographical notes and 22 research notes. Also,

be sure to include  your name and period printed on it, so your teacher knows 

who you are. None of your teachers will accept anonymous notes. Also, remember

to write your final thesis on a separate note so we know the central point

you're trying to prove. Remember as well that you will need a complete set of 50

notes, consisting of 6 bibliographical and 44 research items, by Jan. 12-13. Once again:

THE COMPLETE SET OF 50 NOTES FROM AT LEAST 6 SOURCES

IS DUE JAN. 12-13
The Annotated Bibliography, due Feb. 2-3:

For the research paper, you must have at least six sources (no textbooks or 

encyclopedias allowed, spread over at least 1 or more books and two or more

periodical articles. See A Note on Sources.

The Annotated Bibliography will include all six sources you use, listed

alphabetically by each author's last name as described in The Pingry Manual

of Style.
Each source includes information which identifies the source by author, title, publisher,

place and year of publication, and a short description of the information available in the

source and how it will be useful to you.

It might look like this:


Schwartzman, Nimrod, The Essentials of Gardening. London:



Holt Publishing, 1989


This book is an encyclopedia of useful advice on how to successfully


grow flowers, shrubs, vegetables, and fruit, but the author's references


to hippos are sometimes distracting.

A NOTE ON SOURCES                                                                             
You must consult at least SIX sources, which include:

1. One book. Use the library's online book catalog to search for books on your subject.

You may also use books from other libraries or collections.

2. Two periodical articles, which can appear in newspapers, magazines, or journals. In the

Pingry library, periodical articles may come in a variety of formats, both print and computer-

based. The library also subscribes to two online web-based databases, ProQuest Direct and

Ebscohost that both index and provide selected full text articles on a wide range of subjects.

Print listings such as The Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature still exist and offer

another, though less efficient, form of access. All students should become comfortable using

conmputer-based electronic indexes, since these are what you will work with for the rest of

your academic and professional careers, at Pingry and beyond. The latest 90 days of The

New York Times are included full-text in ProQuest Direct. Earlier editions are in CD-ROM

or microfilm. The over 100 print periodocals the library receives are indexed in ProQuest in

case they are not available electronically in the full version. You may print out or copy the 

article from the magazine, newspaper, or journal, but the periodicals themselves must stay

in the library. Ask your questions early and often, and do not hesitate to consult with the

librarians when you need help using these various tools.

Please note: information on the Internet that is NOT from a PUBLISHED magazine,

newspaper, or journal will NOT fulfill this requirement.

3. Three additional sources, primary or secondary. You may use information delivered

across the World Wide Web, but you need to be sure it is of research quality. Often it is

not. When in doubt, stay with materials from media, academic, or government sources.

Note #1: You may use an encyclopedia, textbook, or Wikipedia to get you started, often a 
good idea, but under no conditions will an encyclopedia, textbook, or Wikipedia count 
as one of the six required sources. AND REMEMBER THIS!! Jimmy Wales, who
invented Wikipedia, has warned that it is no good for serious research!
Note #2: Once you start reading, begin taking notes immediately! Reading without taking

notes is a waste of time, because you will have to go back to find out where you got the

information for proper citations later.

Note #3: Learn to think of the Internet as a delivery system for both subscription-based

(generally higher quality) and non-subscription-based (free) materials. Because it is

relatively easy to post information there, careful use of the Internet requires critical

thinking and analysis to insure that the materials retrieved are accurate, valid, and useful.

Ask your teacher or the librarians if you are unsure whether material found on the 

Internet is appropriate for serious research.

Whenever you have difficulty finding sources of information or have any

questions, see your teacher for help immediately!! Waiting till the last minute

may endanger your academic health!!

ALSO:

Outline and first 2-3 pages of paper, with proper citations........

due Feb. 2-3
Type and hand in an outline of your paper, which must include:


a full introduction with an underlined thesis statement


topic sentences for each of your body paragraphs


your best two or three pieces of evidence to support each topic 



sentence

The best way to do this is:

1. Turn your thesis statement into an introduction. The body of your introduction 

should lead up to your thesis statement.

2. Organize your sub-questions into the best order to PROVE the validity of your thesis

statement. This will give you the broad, step-by-step outline of your paper.

3. Organize your notes into piles according to your questions. Can you answer

each question in a full, logical explanation, or do you need more information? If you do,

you need to do more research before finishing your outline.

4. Turn your sub-questions into topic sentences for yoiur body paragraphs. A tip: once

you've drafted your topic sentences, put them in order and read throiugh them to see

if they make sense and pull you through your argument in a clear, orderly, logically

consistent fashion. If they do, you're set. If they don't, revise them until they do. Then

writing your final paper will be much easier!

5. Go through your note piles and pull out the best information/evidence you have

to support these topic sentences.

First 2-3 pages of text, properly cited.....................due Feb. 2-3
This is a chance for you to test your writing before the final draft. Use it wisely!


You should hand in your introduction and you first body section.


The purpose of your introduction is to set up your thesis statement, and it should

be the best paragraph of your paper, the one which makes writing the rest easy. Your

introduction should give enough background information and commentary to place your

thesis statement in the proper context. Your thesis statement should be the finest

sentence in your paper, perfectly worded. Please underline it.


Your first body section should be centered around a topic sentence that is the

first point you must prove or establish in order to prove your thesis. Be sure to include

enough solid evidence (while explaining the relevance of this evidence) in order to

prove your point, and be sure the documentation/citation is correct.


Remember to turn in a complete, annotated bibliography.

FINAL DRAFT................................................................................DUE FEB. 23-24  

Your paper must be 5-7 pages long and must be written following the guidelines set in

The Pingry Manual of Style. See the section on research papers.

The due date for this paper is absolute. For each day the paper is late, you lose one-third of a

letter grade (A+ to A, and so on...) If you are absent, send in the paper Federal Express!! And

no e-mails-hard copy only!!

GRADING CRITERIA: WORLD HISTORY 9 RESEARCH PAPER

1. Critical Thinking-15%


The thesis is stated clearly and conspicuously, so it stands out.


The thesis is worth arguing. It uncovers a new idea, clarifies an old one,


or settles a controversy.


The thesis is thorough and accurate. It neither overlooks or oversimplifies


contradictory evidence.

2. Documentation-35%


The thesis is backed with supporting facts, quotations, and anecdotes.


The documentation is accurate and thorough.


The supporting evidence is firmly connected (relevant) to the thesis.


The relevance of supporting evidence to prove the thesis is clearly demonstrated.


Direct quotations fit smoothly into the rest of the paper.


The author has consulted all required sources.


The documentation is cited when appropriate.

3. Structure and Argument-35%


The thesis is stated clearly and underlined clearly in the introduction.


The introduction provides enough background to give the thesis meaning.


All points made in the paper prove the thesis, without distractions.


Each paragraph has a specific point to prove, stated conspicuously in


a clearly underlined topic sentence.


The paragraphs run in logical order, with smooth transitions between points.


The paper ends with a conclusion which reviews the points made and supported


in the paper, asserts the final point towards which the arguments have led, clearly


states the implications of the final point, and leaves the reader thinking.

4. Grammar and Mechanics-15%


The title page, parenthetical citations, and Works Cited page appear as explained 


in The Pingry Manual of Style.


The paper is free of grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors that either blur


its message, divert attention from its argument, or irritate the reader.

