 HISTORY 9, 2008-2009
 Mr. Corvino, Mr. Crowley-Delman, Mr. Gratwick, Mr. Horesta, Mr. Raby

Course Description-


History 9 is a year-long course which examines the history of the world from the emergence of civilization in ancient Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq) to the Protestant Reformation in Europe during the 1500s. Along the way, we shall study ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, India, China, Greece, and Rome, the medieval civilizations of China, India, Japan, Africa, the Americas, Europe, and the Muslim world, and the emergence of the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation in Europe. This course is the first year of a two-year sequence which will take you in History 10 to the late 20th century.


During the year, you will be reading not only a textbook, which functions as a secondary source of information, that is, a second-hand account of events; you will also be examining primary sources, documents and works of art produced by many of the people we shall actually study. These will be our

first-hand accounts of the past. It is often said that secondary sources have the

advantage of being impartial, while primary sources are more immediate and vivid. We'll let you decide that question, and whether secondary or primary sources are more useful sources of historical information. One point, on which

historians are generally agreed: no serious study of history can exist without an

examination of primary sources.


As you advance through History 9 and 10, we hope you will develop not only into observers of the past, but also analysts and interpreters of the past, because it is in the latter two areas that one fully engages in the study of history and learns to understand the past and its meaning for the present. To help you develop your historical understanding and skill, each unit and every day's lesson will present you with focus questions intended to center and organize your thinking, and various terms and people you will need to know for each day's work. With that goal in mind, we shall ask you also to take detailed notes this year; build them around each day's focus questions and terms. If you do so conscientiously and consistently, you will have a useful body of material for review at the end of each unit and at the end of the course.

            In addition to the daily reading and unit projects you will do in this course, there will be four major assignments. The first is the midterm exam, which takes place in late January. The second is an interdisciplinary project on medieval Europe, done together with the art department, which we expect will occur in late April and May. The third is a research paper, on a topic of your own choosing, subject to your teacher's approval and its relevance to the course. The
last is the final exam in early June. As you can see, a busy year lies ahead. It will be important for you to keep up with your work. Avoid falling behind! Catching up will be strenuous; staying on pace will pay large dividends, and actually save work and time. If you devote time and thought to this course, you will have a rewarding and enjoyable year.

            As we look at each civilization we study, we shall attempt to answer five central questions:

1. In what ways has geography (land, sea, location, climate, natural resources) shaped this civilization?

2. How did the central institutions of government, religion/value systems, and social classes evolve in this civilization and shape it?

3. In what ways has this civilization been affected by neighboring or pre-existing civilizations, and how has this civilization affected others?

4. How does change in a civilization occur? Is it imposed from the outside? Is it initiated from within? Does it come through evolution, reform, or revolution?

5. What relevance does this culture have for us today?

            By answering these questions we can better understand themes that connect all peoples of the world, across both time and place. We hope this course will encourage you to become better informed and to think more critically not only about the civilization in which you live, but also about the global community of which you are a part. 

            Please continue to find a general outline of the units and daily assignments in the course...  

World History 9, Course Syllabus

Text=A History of World Societies, 7th edition

THR=The Human Record

Unit 1: The Ancient River Civilizations of the Middle East

Day 1 Topic:
Either The Body Image of the Nacirema; or how we decide what or who is important in history
Day 2 Topic: 
The Neolithic Revolution, and introduction into geography and history

Reading due:
text, pp. 3-6
Day 3 Topic:
Sumerian Culture and Society

Reading due: 
text, pp. 6-9
Day 4 Topic: 
The Sumerian World View

Reading due: 
text, pp. 34-35  and appropriate handouts
Day 5 Topic: 
The Unification of Mesopotamia and The Spread of Mesopotamian Culture

Reading due: 
text, pp. 10-12  and appropriate handouts
Day 6 Topic: 
Egypt, Gift of the Nile

Reading due:
text, pp. 12-17  and appropriate handouts
Day  7  Topic:
Competing Civilizations in the Middle East
Reading due:
text, pp. 17-22
Day 8 Topic:
The Children of Israel
Reading due: 
text, pp. 22-25 and appropriate handouts
Day 9 Topic: 
The Military Empires, Assyria, Chaldea, and Persia
Reading due: 
text, pp. 25-31 and appropriate handouts
Day 10 Topic: 
Review

Day 11 Topic:
TEST!

Unit 2: The Ancient River Civilizations of India

Day 1 Topic: 
Geography of India, early Harappan civilization

Reading due:  
text, pp. 37-42
Day 2 Topic:
The Coming of the Aryans. Read selection from Upanishads in class

Reading due:
text, pp. 42-46
Day 3 Topic: 
Introduction to Jainism and Buddhism;  read The Book of Good Conduct


in class

Reading due:
text, pp. 46-50; THR,  handout: The Book of Good Conduct
Day 4 Topic: 
The Four Noble Truths

Reading due:
THR, pp. 77-81: The Buddha, Two Lessons

Day 5 Topic:
 Quiz, Introduction to Hinduism

Reading due: 
text, pp. 50-52; THR, pp. 70-73, the Bhagavad Gita and answer questions
 PREPARE FOR QUIZ

Day 6 Topic: 
The Mauryan Empire and the Rise of Ashoka;



the Expansion of  Buddhism as Ashoka's Legacy

Reading due:
text, pp. 52-56; 174-177
Day 7 Topic: 
Review

Day 8 Topic:
TEST 

Unit 3: The Ancient River Civilization of China

Day 1 Topic:
The Geography of China and Early China to the Zhou Dynasty
Reading due: 
text, pp. 63-72
Day 2 Topic:
The  Zhou Dynasty
Reading due:
text, pp. 72-75
Day 3 Topic:
Confucius and The Analects

Reading due:
text, pp. 75-80;  selection from The Analects
Day 4 Topic:
Mohism, Daoism,  and Legalism

Reading due:
text, pp, 80-84;  handouts

Day 5 Topic:
The Qin Dynasty, Triumph and Disaster: assign unit paper

Reading due: 
text, pp. 161-164
Day 6 Topic:
The Han Dynasty-Why It Lasted, What It Did, Why It Fell

Reading due:
text, pp. 164-173; pages 168, 169, and 171 are optional

Day 7 Topic: 
The Acceptance of Buddhism in China in the Age of Division

Reading due: 
text, pp. 173-177
Day 7 Topic:
How to write a thesis paper exercise

Due:

work on unit paper

Day 8 Topic:
Review/Comparison of Asian Religions and Philosophies

Due:

continue work on unit paper

Day 9 Topic:
UNIT PAPER DUE! Begin next unit
We anticipate that work on the course research paper will begin during this unit. Your teacher will announce details in class. We anticipate as well that there will be time set aside for research paper work between now and when the paper is due. Again, those details will be announced in class.
Unit 4: Ancient Greece 

Day 1 Topic:
Introduction to Greece-Main Themes, Geography, Chronology,



the Interdisciplinary Project, and the Early Civilizations of



Minos and Mycenae

Reading due:
text, pp. 89-94; study map on p. 92
Day 2 Topic: 
Archaic Greek Civilization-Overseas Expansion and the Development of Sparta and Athens
Reading due:
text, pp. 94-97, Lycurgus and Athens/Sparta comparison handout ; study for Map Quiz

Day 3 Topic:
Classical Athens’ Artistic and Intellectual Life, @500-338 BC; Map Quiz

Reading due:
text, pp. 96-100, 104-106

Day 4 Topic:
Greek Religion and Daily Life in Athens

Reading due:
text, pp. 100-104; Medea  handout
Days 5-7 Topic:
The Wars that Made and Broke Greece: the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars
Reading due:
excerpt from Aeschylus' The Persians; Thucydides, Pericles' Funeral



 Oration; Time Line; excerpt from Euripides’ The Women of Troy;  text, pp. 96-100


Day 8 Topic:
The Great Athens/Sparta Debate
Reading due:
Review previous reading in this unit
Day 9 Topic:
Philip and Alexander of Macedonia, and the Spread of



Hellenistic Culture into Africa and Asia

Reading due:
text, pp. 106-108, 110-114; excerpts from The Philippics; handout on



Alexander the Great

Day 10 Topic:
The Ongoing Greek Heritage: Hellenistic Achievements in Art,



Philosophy, Science, and Medicine

Reading due:
text, pp. 114-119
Day 11 Topic: 
Review

Day 12:

TEST

Unit 5: Ancient Rome, Byzantium, and the Emergence of Christianity

Day 1 Topic: 
Rome compared to Greece; the Development of the Roman 



Republic; daily life in Rome

Reading due: 
text, pp. 123-131
Day 2 Topic: 
The Punic Wars, Overseas Conquest, and the late Republic

Reading due:
text, pp.131-136
Day 3 Topic:
The Gracchi and the Decline and Fall of the Republic

Reading due:
 the Gracchi handout-could the Republic have been saved?
Day 4 Topic: 
The Establishment of Pax Romana; QUIZ on Rome to Augustus

Reading due:
text, pp. 136-139, and the handout on Augustus Caesar
Day 5 Topic:
Empire at Its Peak, Inside and Out

Day  6 Topic: 
Pax Romana and the Coming of Christianity

Reading due:
text, pp. 139-142, 154-156
Day 7 Topic:
The Decline of the Empire

Reading due:
text, pp. 149-156, skip pp. 150-51
Day 8 Topic:
Review

Day 9:

TEST

Unit 6: The Islamic World to @1400 AD

Day 1 Topic:
Comparison of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

Reading due:
text, pp. 219-224; handouts on comparative religious teaching and The



Five Pillars of Islam

Day 2 Topic:
Expansion and Growth of Islam

Reading due:
text, pp. 224-227, 251-253; appropriate handouts


Study for Map Quiz

Day 3 Topic: 
Varieties of Islam: Sunni, Shiite, and Sufi

Reading due:
text, pp. 227-229, 249

Day 4 Topic:
Map Quiz



Organization and Administration of the Islamic State

Reading due:
Text, pp. 227-233;  handout
Day 5 Topic:
Islamic People and Society

Reading due:
text, pp. 233-240;  handout
Day 6 Topic:
Economic and Intellectual Life

Reading due:
text, pp. 240-249;  handouts on Muslim medicine

Day 7 Topic:
Islam, the Conquest of India, Hinduism, and Buddhism

Reading due:
text, pp. 305-308; handout on Muslim impressions of India
Day 8 Topic:
 Review

Day 9:

TEST 


Unit 7: An Asia Which Transformed the World, @ 320-1400 AD

Day 1 Topic:
Gupta India: Achievement Under Stress

Reading due:
text, pp. 304-305; handout on The Laws of Manu
Day 2-3 Topic:
Chinese Creativity in the Tang and Song Dynasties

Reading due:
text, pp. 177-180, 321-323, 325-333 (skip pp. 327-329)
Day 4 Topic:
China and Neo-Confucianism

Reading due:
text, pp. 323-325
  

Day 5 Topic:
The Backlash against Buddhism in late Tang China

Reading due:
handout from THR, 3rd edition, pp. 284-89

Day 6 Topic:
The Mongols

Reading due:
text, pp. 294-303
Day 7 Topic:
Marco Polo, China, and the World

Reading due:
Marco Polo Handout; text, pp. 328-31
Day 8 Topic:
Review

Day 9:

TEST

Unit 10-Sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas before European Intrusion, 

400-1500 AD

Day 1 Topic:
Ghana, Mali, Their Trade Routes and Contacts
Reading due:
text, pp. 265-273; handout
Day 2 Topic:
The East African City-States
Reading due:
text, pp. 278-281; handout 

Day 3 Topic: 
Olmecs and Mayans

Reading due: 
text, pp. 389-394; handout
Day 4 Topic:
Aztecs: Religion and War
Reading due:
text, pp. 395-400
Day 5 Topic:
Aztec Society: Strengths and Weaknesses
Reading due: 
text, pp. 400-404
Day 6 Topic:
The Incas

Reading due:
text, pp. 404-410; handout
Day 7 Topic: 
Comparison of Aztecs and Incas;  Strengths and Weaknesses

Reading due:
Guns, Germs and Steel Handout

Day 8 Topic:
Review or prep for Unit Paper

Day 9:

TEST or Unit Paper

Unit 8: The European Middle Ages, @500-1500 AD

We anticipate our annual field trip to the Cloisters during this unit or 

at the start of the next unit. Your teacher will announce details in class,

and provide you with a field trip assignment which we intend to do 
jointly with the art department.
Day 1 Topic:
Early Christianity and Its Divisions; Byzantine Civilization

Reading due:
text, pp. 206-214
Day 2 Topic:
Europe Under Attack, @ 500-1050 AD
Reading due:
text, pp. 202-205, 351-353
Day 3 Topic:
Charlemagne, Feudalism and Manorialism

Reading due:
text, pp. 347-351; handout
Day 4 Topic:
Those Who Work, Those Who Pray, Those Who Fight:


A group-based briefing session on medieval society;



Stay tuned for the details, which your teacher will announce

Reading due:
text, pp. 369-373
Day 5 Topic:
The Investiture Conflict and the Crusades

Reading due: 
text, pp. 353-359
Day 6 Topic:
Economic Revival, Rise of the Towns

Reading due: 
text, pp. 363-366; handouts
Day 7 Topic:
Society and Culture in the High Middle Ages, 

Reading due:
text, pp. 366-368, architecture and literature handouts

Day 8 Topic: 
Black Death, the Hundred Years’ War,  and Religious Crisis, @ 1300-1450

Reading due:
text, pp. 373-380; Boccaccio on the Black Death in Florence

Day 9 Topic:
Review

Day 10: TEST OR UNIT PAPER
Unit 9: European Society in the Age of the Renaissance and the Reformation

Day 1 Topic:
The Beginning of the Renaissance in Italy;



Italian Politics, Humanism, and Secularism

Reading due:
text, pp. 417-421
Day 2 Topic:
Art and Literature in Italy and Beyond
Reading due:
text, 421-425
Day 3 Topic: 
Society and Culture in the Renaissance

Reading due:
text, pp. 427-429, excerpts from Castiglione,  Pisan, and Machiavelli
Day 4 Topic:
Art and Literature Analysis: How are Italian and Northern



Renaissance Art, Literature and Thought Different?

Reading due:
Review text, pp. 421-425
Day 5 Topic:
Renaissance Nationalism and Politics outside Italy

Reading due:
text, pp. 429-433
Day 6 Topic:
Introduction to the Reformation: Catholic Church in Crisis

Reading due: 
text, pp. 379-433-434
Day 7 Topic: 
Introduction to Martin Luther

Reading due:
text, pp. 434-436
Day 8 Topic:
Martin Luther, continued, and the Anabaptists
Reading due:
Luther documents;  text, pp. 436-439, 440
Day 9 Topic:
Calvinism

Reading due:
text, pp. 439; Calvinism documents

Day 10 Topic:
English Reformation

Reading due:
text, pp. 440-442
Day 11 Topic:
The Catholic Counter-Reformation

Reading due:
text, pp. 442-443
Day 12 Topic: 
Review

Day 13:

TEST
  
