PODCASTING
Podcasting is deceptively easy and actually works very well in a math class.  For my students, it was best used in conjunction with notes which I have on my website (power point presentations).  It would work well with Smartboard notes as well.   The hardest thing is remembering to turn it on at the beginning of class.  
*While I record class with an Ipod, it is certainly not the only way to record classes.  For instance, you can attach a good quality microphone to your computer and use the program Audacity (see below).
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If you choose to use your ipod, you will need a microphone to go with your ipod.  For the newer version (video or Nano) two options are by Belkin and Griffin 
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Griffin italk Pro Microphone for ipod                                      Belkin 
1.  When you plug the microphone into the ipod, the menu will read Voice Memo.  Do a test run with both low and high quality to see which works best for your room.    

2.  Choose Record to begin recording, Pause whenever you wish to stop.  When finished choose Stop and Save 
3.  Open Itunes, hook your Ipod to your computer and load voice memo into your library.  Close Itunes.  
4.  Find the memo by opening My Documents: My Music:  Itunes: Itunes Music (this is where the music is stored on my computer)   Scroll down past folders of music and you should see the memo listed by time/date recorded.  You can right click here and change the name if you choose.
5.  Drag this out onto your desktop.

6.  Open Audacity (if you want to edit) or whatever converter you have.

7. If you have Audacity, cut out any sections you choose, by clicking, dragging (to highlight) and Ctrl x.  At the end (or if you don’t want to edit) then FILE: export as MP3.  Direct it so you can find it.  (Desktop might be good)

8.  Load these up on your website for students to access as need be.  
Converters:
There is a free MP3 Wma Converter developed by Renan Broquin, at (among other places)
http://www.programurl.com/free-mp3-wma-converter.htm
Audacity allows editing as well as converting.  

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
You will also need an MP3 encoder. (This is a folder called Lame)

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/faq?s=install&item=lame-mp3
* Put the file somewhere you can find it.  The first time you convert to mp3, it will ask you to find it. It was on my desktop so it wasn’t a problem to find.  
