Español 1B

Sra. Mila

lmila@pingry.org
ext. 1637

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: Throughout the year you will enhance your linguistic and cultural proficiency in order to effectively communicate with others in Spanish. The main focus of our linguistic study will be learning to converse in the past tense (preterit). We will explore various aspects of Hispanic cultures while gathering information through readings, poetry, art, videos, and websites. At the end of each unit I expect that you take away not only the vocabulary and grammar, but also concepts and perspectives about a way of life different than your own. To improve fluency, you are expected to speak only in Spanish during class, except when granted permission to speak in English.
GENERAL RULES
1. Respect everyone.

2. Come prepared with all of the books and notebooks you will need for the class.

3. Be ready to work.

DAILY CLASS PROCEDURES
1. Arrive to class on time and find your seat. 
2. If there is a “Repaso Rápido” (RR) on the board or at your desk, begin working on it. We will review the exercises with the class begins. You will be responsible for correcting your own work. Some of these will be collected so always have them completed to the best of your ability!!
3. If there is no RR, please sit quietly and await further instructions.

4. The folders on the table are where you will put assignments that I collect. This is also how I will return work to you. Please check the folders daily to collect your work.

*If you arrive to the classroom alter the period has started, you will find the door closed. Do not enter. Wait outside until I find a suitable break in the lesson to allow for the disruption of a late arrival. If you are coming late due to another class or meeting with a teacher, you must come with a note from that teacher. You will receive two (2) warnings for late arrivals without a note. After that, you must report to the Middle School office. 

HOMEWORK:

Homework will be assigned every night and must be completed. I will not always collect it, but I will check that it is done every day and you will receive a grade for completing the homework. 

*All homework will be posted daily on Moodle, so please check there if you do not know the homework.

MATERIALS:

-Textbook and workbook: Buen Viaje Level 1
-One binder (1 inch) with loose leaf paper 


OR

-One notebook and one folder

-Large binder (2 inch) to be kept at home
-Marble notebook for journal (will be kept in class)
-Pencils 

-5 plastic page protectors

The binder/notebook you will bring to class everyday will contain all current and necessary papers. I will be checking that your binder/folder is neat and organized. After completing each chapter, you will transfer your papers from your small, class binder to your large binder at home.
The marble notebook will serve as your journal. You may leave it in the classroom. Throughout the year you will be writing in your journal. I will grade it at the end of each quarter. When I grade the journal, I will NOT be grading you on spelling or grammar. I will only be evaluating the quality of your thoughts. This is meant to be a free place for you to write as much as you can about a given topic. Do not feel inhibited by making grammatical errors. Occasionally, you will rewrite some entries from your journal, and this is the time to correct your mistakes.

The grade tracker, effort grades, acceptable help, and classroom expressions sheets must always be in your binder in the plastic page protectors.

*You may share your class binder with Latin, or another subject if you wish. 
YOU MUST HAVE PENCILS FOR TESTS AND QUIZZES!!! 
GRADING

Your grade will be determined by the following scale:

Major assessments: 40 % 


Ex: tests, large projects, essays, presentations, etc.
Minor assessments: 25% 

Ex: quizzes, dialogues, small projects, etc. 
Class participation: 20%
Journal: 10%

Homework: 5%

*For every missed homework, your grade drops one level (A+ → A)

Record all of your grades in your Grade Tracker. 

After taking a test, it will be kept by me in a folder in the classroom. This folder may not leave the classroom.

The grading scales will be as follows:
A+  =  97 and above

A    =  93 – 96

A -   =  90 - 92

B+  =  87 and above
B    =  83 – 86

B -  =  80 – 82

MAKE – UP EXAMS
If you are absent the day of a test but have missed no other new material, you must take the test the day you return to school. If you have a problem with taking the test on that day, you must speak with me. If you fail to take the exam or make other arrangements with me, you will lose 3 points per day until you take the exam.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

If an assignment is late you will lose 3 points per day until it is handed in. If you are unable to complete an assignment on time, you must discuss this with me before the due date. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS REGARDING THE ABOVE PROCEDURES, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO BRING THEM TO MY ATTENTION.

I have read and understand the above rules and expectations of the class and will follow them to the best of my ability.
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