Action Potentials and Muscle Contraction in Cardiac and Skeletal Muscle

€) Rapid
Depolarization

Cause: Na* entry
Duration: 3-5 msec
Ends with: Closure of
voltage-regulated
sodium channels
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e The Plateau

Cause: Ca?* entry
Duration: ~175 msec
Ends with: Closure of
calcium channels

9 Repolarization

Cause: K* loss
Duration: 75 msec
Ends with: Closure of
potassium channels
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