Isotopes and Atomic Mass
Follow-up Questions

1. What is the total of the individual percent abundances of each isotope in your sample? Is this value what you expected it to be? Why or why not?
2. Compare the mass of the entire sample with your value for the average atomic mass. Explain any similarities or differences. Why would a chemist calculate the average atomic mass by using percent abundances rather than simply taking the mass of a sample of an element and dividing it by the total atoms in the sample?
3. Note any differences between the average atomic mass of your sample and the values obtained by other lab groups. Explain why such differences would be smaller if larger samples were used.

