Introduction to Photography

Course Description

Students explore photography as an art form in this course. Participants learn to incorporate creativity with technical skills and design principles. Students learn to use a manual 35mm camera, develop their black and white film, and print enlargements in the darkroom. Students will also have the opportunity to learn digital photography by working with Photoshop software and they will study digital printing techniques.   Students will explore the use of natural and artificial light and how to use unusual viewpoints.  They will perform motion studies utilizing manual shutter speeds, study portrait, landscape/cityscape utilizing depth of field (manual aperture settings) and study the history of photography. Darkroom printing skills learned include contact printing, dodging and burning, contrast filtration and experimental techniques such as solarization, high contrast, color toning and photograms will be explored.

This course develops the students’ powers of observation, inquiry and imagination while demanding that the students learn to follow technical procedure to achieve high quality craftsmanship. Students are encouraged to develop an understanding of what makes photographs interesting and engaging. Cooperation with others and the careful handling of chemicals and photographic equipment are stressed. Students must furnish their own 35mm SLR film camera. Because one main objective is to understand and utilize the camera controls, cameras with fixed focal lenses and cameras without a manual mode are not suitable for information covered. Students will also learn how to use a digital camera and will be encouraged to utilize “low tech” instruments including a cell phone and the camera found in most computers.  Art Fundamentals is a prerequisite for this course.

There are approximately 10 studio assignments, 1 to 2 research projects, and a Final project.  Each project will take from 2-3 weeks, with weekend assignments approximately every 2 weeks.

