Photography II

This course is designed for the advanced photography student who has completed the yearlong Photography I course or an equivalent.  Students will learn advanced skills in printing, shooting, lighting, special effects, and digital photography.  Aesthetic awareness and individuality in each student’s work will be central to this course.  Advanced applications involving the computer and the use of Photoshop will be explored in depth. Students will also be encouraged to utilize “low tech” instruments including a cell phone and the camera found in most computers for artmaking.  Museum/gallery visits and other related activities will enhance the darkroom/studio experience.

Goals/Objectives

To enhance perceptual awareness.

To encourage students to play a more active role in the planning and execution of his/her assignments.

To further develop a working vocabulary of photographic terms, including an expanded knowledge of equipment, techniques and processes.

To become more sophisticated and consistent in selection of imagery and image making.

To have a thorough understanding of the capabilities and possibilities of black and white 35mm photography.

To develop individuality in imagemaking.

To develop sophisticated standards and methods of presentation. 

To understand and utilize digital imaging making including the use of a digital film scanner, a flatbed scanner, and PhotoShop.

To become more comfortable using photo as a visual recorder of each students thoughts and experiences.

To be able to move freely between traditional and digital photography and to have a sense of when and how to choose the appropriate media for artmaking.  

Units

There are approximately 10 studio assignments, 1 to 2 research projects, and a Final project.  Each project will take from 2-3 weeks, with weekend assignments approximately every 2 weeks.

1.  Richard Avedon style class portraits

2.  Street photography and how/when to photograph strangers

3.  Contemporary Photo history

4.  Photographing subcultures

5.  Text/language and visual communication

6.  Digital only/the still life

7.  Photo as physical/life size

8.  Experimental modes of presentation

9.  Photo as an abstraction

10.  Photo as a moving image

11.  Final Project

