PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT (HONORS)


COURSE DESCRIPTION

Portfolio Development is designed for the serious art student who has mastered basic art and design skills and who has devoted one to two years in one or more areas of study to a particular artistic medium within our department offerings. This course is designed to foster the highest level of concentration in the visual arts and to provide an individualized course of advanced study for each individual student.   Emphasis is placed on producing a substantial body of work, or portfolio that shows both depth in the development of ideas and mastery of technique.  This portfolio would be suitable for college admission or to support an application, but this is not the primary intent of this course. Two years of art at the upper school level including Art Fundamentals are required as a prerequisite in order to take this course.  

Goals/Objectives

1.  Students will learn to work independently on projects agreed upon by the team of teachers and the student.

2.  Students will play a more active role in the learning process.

3.  Students will learn to actively share ideas and to utilize each other’s experience in order to gain a broader perspective of art and artmaking. 

4.  Students will produce a substantial body of work relative to their chosen medium/media (usually 10 to 20 works).

5.  Students will work together with the teaching team to produce a portfolio suitable for a college application.

6.  Students will begin to develop an individual technique or style and are expected to strive for originality in their work.

7.  Students will gain a greater understanding of art history and its’ relevance to their work.

8.  Students will learn to effectively utilize constructive critiques and formal critical methods of evaluating an artwork, including appropriate language and methodology.

9.  Students will learn to effectively analyze and critique art through writing assignments.

10.  Students will learn to effectively work in series form and to make logical and significant connections between subject and medium experience.

11.  Students will keep an active sketchbook/idea book, and regularly submit it for evaluation by the teaching team.  

Units

There will be approximately 8 major assignments during the course of the year, one each month.  

Resources

Although there is no common or primary text, numerous resources and secondary material will be regularly used by each student to complement in class material.  Art books, slides, periodicals, art exhibitions, field trips, and library and Internet resources are important tools for an advanced art student and are expected to be used throughout the year as recommended by the teaching team.  

Assessment

Evaluation of the work is ongoing, and is done through group critiques and formal/informal individual critique from the teaching team.  The teaching team will hold a periodic review that will rate the following aspects of student performance:  

Portfolio Development Evaluation Form


Utilizes class time ____

Works Hard outside of class ____

Making significant progress with work ____

Working at an adequate speed ____

Open to new ideas ____

Listens to constructive critique ____

Utilizes research/resources effectively ____

Actively keeps a sketch/idea book ____ 

Exhibits sophisticated development of ideas ____

Meets Deadlines on assignments ____

